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“Now is not the time to lay blame.” 
Rev Gregor Henderson

“It can be diffi cult for people to meet others 
with similar values.” Lija Jarvis
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EVEN TO YOUR OLD AGE AND GREY HAIRS I AM HE, I AM HE WHO WILL SUSTAIN YOU. (Isaiah 46:4)

AUSTRALIA IS experiencing a new demographic 
phenomenon as we now enjoy the fourth longest 
life expectancy in the world.

According to the Commonwealth Department 
of Health and Ageing, there are currently 2860 
Australians over the age of 100 and that number 
is expected to explode to 78 000 by 2055.

The Gerontology Research Group reports that 
only the Japanese, Swiss and Icelanders are living 
longer than Australians.

People used to joke that 45 was the new 30 but 
today with record numbers of Australians becoming 
centenarians, 100 is now becoming the new 75 
according to the Commonwealth Minister for 
Ageing Mrs Justine Elliott. 

Australians are living longer because of advances 
in medicine and active lifestyles, so the average 
life expectancy at birth is now 80.9 years and most 
older Australians live independently in their own 
homes.  

As the baby boomer generation begins to retire, 
the demographics of our church and nation are in a 
process of irrevocable change.

When the majority of Uniting Church members are 
considerably older than both Barak Obama and 

Kevin Rudd, it’s appropriate for the church to 
reconsider what it means to grow old and 

how we might respond to the ageing 
phenomenon.  

We pray that this issue of 
Journey might raise some 

important questions 
for the church to 

consider.

Will you still need me ...Will you still need me ...

By 
Bruce 

Mullan
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Use Journey to share faith

This great 
newspaper 
invites a 

conversation, 
giving you a 

chance to say 
what inspires 

your faith

Sign of the times

Message from the
Moderator
Rev Bruce Johnson

From the Editor

THIS IS the last edition of Journey 
with Bruce Mullan as editor. Bruce 
started helping with Journey in 
April 2005.

Th e new team of Bruce Mullan, 
Osker Lau and Mardi Lumsden 
started on 6 June 2005 just weeks 
before the paper’s deadline. 

Th e woman who helped with 
layout was not available as she 
had begun a new job so in one 
week they all had to learn how to 
lay out a paper doing it on a 30 day 
trial version of Adobe InDesign.

It was a baptism of fi re, but with 
enthusiasm and passion Bruce 
led his team to develop Journey
as the conversation starter of the 
Church. 

It was his idea to theme each 
edition, providing a focus for staff  
and reader alike. Th is is Bruce’s 
41st edition as editor.

Since 2005 the Communication 
Services Unit staff  has re-designed 
the layout of Journey twice, made 
a new Synod website, a new 
Journey website and numerous 
websites for people and groups 
around the Synod. 

Th ey have produced a total 
of over one million Christmas 
and Easter postcards which 
have been distributed by 
congregation members around 
the State promoting local Uniting 
Churches.

Bruce has covered three Synod 
meetings and one National 
Assembly.

Recently Dr John Harrison, the 
person responsible for changing 
the Synod publication from Life 
and Times to Journey wrote this 
to Bruce about his work.

“Life and Times, which Journey
replaced, reported the church 
to the church, and did that with 
varying degrees of eff ectiveness. 
Journey, on the other hand, was 
about proclaiming the Good 
News to the world. 

“Th ere is literally a world of 
diff erence between those two 
propositions. 

“I have always seen Journey as 
something that church members 
could pass to their un-churched 
friends as part of an invitation to 
have a conversation about matters 
of faith. 

“It was intentionally 
evangelical. 

“As editor, you have revived 
and renewed that aspect of 
Journey’s life.”

“It is 20 years this year since I 
retired as editor of Journey. In the 
ensuing years I have worked at 
the ABC and at two universities 
in the fi elds of journalism and 
communication, and along the 
way written several books about 
media and communication. 

“I have seen a lot of material 
in that time. Amid all I have 
seen, Journey stands out with 
clarity of purpose, constructive 
engagement, and fi delity to the 
faith.”

I believe that John articulates 
well what a gift Journey is to the 

church and Bruce Mullan’s part 
in that. 

On behalf of the Synod I want 
to thank Bruce for his dedication 
and vision.

If Journey is to be an 
evangelical tool that enables faith 
conversations to begin, then we 
in the church must take up the 
challenge. 

Th ere was a time when people 
came to the church to learn 
about “religion” or “God”, and we 
relied on the Minister to have the 
answers for them. 

Th ose days are past. 
Th e church is often the last 

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA QUEENSLAND SYNOD

place people come to discuss 
“God”, so now it is every lay per-
son who becomes the source of 
information about Jesus Christ.

All who are baptised share in 
the ministry of Christ to make 
God’s kingdom known. 

One helpful way to join in 
the mission of Christ is to share 
Journey with your friends and 
acquaintances. 

Th is great newspaper invites a 
conversation, giving you a chance 
to say what inspires your faith 
and helps you in your walk with 
Christ.

Ageing is discussed by many 
people in a variety of settings. I am 
sure that all of us know someone 
for whom the issues raised in this 
edition of Journey are important. 

We hope that the information 
shared here will help you join the 
conversation and bring a gospel 
perspective.

I am sure that, like me, many 
of you were brought up in a time 
when we were taught that there 
was a “right way” to share the 
faith. 

Maybe like me, you hesitate to 
share your knowledge and love of 
Christ because you are afraid that 
you will say the wrong thing. 

Can I invite you to place your 
confi dence in God who is already 
at work before you open your 
mouth? 

God can and will take what you 
share about your faith in Christ 
and use it to draw others closer.

Let’s show our gratitude for 
Bruce’s work amongst us by using 
Journey to serve the mission of 
Christ.

Bracken Ridge Uniting Church placed this sign outside their worship 
centre in recognition of the natural disasters to the south and north of 
them. Send your Sign of the Times to journey@ucaqld.com.au.

Photo by Reg Harris

Synod fund hits $100 000
EARLY RESPONSES to the 
Synod’s 1000 x $1000 appeal have 
reached $100 000. 

Queensland Moderator 
Rev Bruce Johnson expressed 
sincere thanks to the almost 100 
individuals, congregations and 
groups that have stepped up 
to help the Synod deal with its 
current fi nancial crisis. 

“Th is has given life and hope 
to those who serve our church 
within the Synod,” Mr Johnson 
said. 

“By responding to a call for 
donations made at the recent 
Synod, people have generously 
helped make up for shortfalls in 
the Mission and Service Fund 
caused by loss of investment 
income.”

Mr Johnson said over the past 
few months, the Synod had also 
been receiving extra commitments 
from congregations to the Mission 
and Service Fund.

“It helps convince me that we 
are on the way together,” he said.

Money from the Synod’s 
Mission and Service Fund is used 
to fi nance the wider work of the 
Uniting Church and support 
the operations of congregations 
and presbyteries throughout 
Queensland. 

Others who wish to join this 
wave of generosity and contribute 
their support at this critical 
point in the church’s history can 
download a donation form from 
the Uniting Church Foundation’s 
website www.ucf.org.au.

ON THE journey through life 
one occasionally meets a person 
who inspires and motivates you 
to be greater than you are. 

I have had many such 
mentors, most of them much 
older and wiser.

At one time I had the 
privilege of working along side 
a most remarkable woman 
called Hilda des Arts. 

Dr des Arts was in her early 
70s when I knew her and she 
was one of the older members 
of the Parish Council when I 
was employed as youth worker.  

She may have been much 
older than I was but her radical 
and adventurous approach to 
life often left me gobsmacked.  

Hilda had been born to German 
and English parents during the 
Anglo-German war.  

As a child of two cultures she 
grew up with a commitment to a 
shared humanity and community 
spirit. 

Unusually for a woman of her 
time, Hilda completed a PhD and 
started a printing company that 
employed 300 people. 

After a time running a pub 
in Ireland, she retired in 1978 
and moved to live in Ipswich 
Queensland where she threw 
herself energetically into working 
in the community.

Having lost a daughter who 
died in her early 20s, Hilda 
banded together with a group of 
local people to establish Ipswich 
Hospice Care in 1988. 

Th at was only one of her many 
well documented contributions 
to developing a rich community 
life for young and older people in 
her adopted town. 

In the last years of her life and 
up until her death at age 86 Hilda 
established SeniorNet, a computer 
skills learning centre with social 
interaction for the seniors.

Although she had only 
limited computer skills, Hilda 
became known as `Cyber 
Granny’ throughout Australia 
as her energy and passion saw 

the program established in 
countless communities. 

Ipswich Local Member of 
Parliament Rachel Nolan paid 
tribute to Hilda in an address to 
the Queensland Parliament in 
February 2002.

“She fervently believed that 
there is a place in society for 
older people to contribute and 
that it is up to older people as 
much as it is up to society more 
broadly to create that place,” Ms 
Nolan said.  

Hilda once said that she had 
no desire to be young again, 
only to be old and well. 

I once asked her why in her 
senior years she was so radical 
and active when others her age 
were conservative and slow.  

Her answer will stay with me 
until my death.

Hilda said, “Bruce, as you 
become older you just become 
more of who you really are.”

She said as they grow older 
the selfi sh and complaining 
people just become more selfi sh 
and complain even more.

Th e adventurous and 
generous people become more 
adventurous and even more 
generous.  

Th ank you Hilda for giving 
me the courage to grow old 
with passion and energy.

Bruce Mullan
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IT IS TIME for the Uniting 
Church in Australia to recommit 
to the vision of actually being a 
multicultural church and what 
might be life-giving and reassuring 
about that for Australian society, 
said Uniting Church National 
Director of Multicultural and 
Cross-cultural Ministry Rev Dr 
Tony Floyd. 

“In 1985 the Uniting Church 
proclaimed itself a multicultural 
church and in doing so the 
Assembly was acknowledging 
the changed and changing 
multicultural and multi-faith 
context of life and ministry in 
Australia and the presence of 
people from culturally diverse 

Multicultural 
church meets 
in Queensland

UNITING CHURCH President 
Rev Gregor Henderson has 
asked federal parliamentarians to 
broaden Australia’s fundamental 
national goals beyond that of 
economic growth.

Preaching at a service to mark 
the opening of Parliament in 
February Mr Henderson said 
economic growth should never 
be an end in itself. 

“It is but one part of what 
leads to human happiness - other 
components are the quality of 
our relationships, the beauty of 
our environment, the pursuit of 
justice and equity, enjoyment 
of the arts, realisation of our 
individual giftedness, and of 
course our spiritual wellbeing.”

Mr Henderson said the 
Uniting Church welcomed the 
eff orts being made to measure 
true human wellbeing through 
environmental and sustainable 
development indicators rather 
than the economic indices that 
feed the idol of mammon. 

Mr Henderson pointed 
Christian parliamentarians to 
Jesus commandment to ‘love 

backgrounds in its membership,” 
he said.

“Th is was an historic and bold 
commitment to embrace the new 
challenges involved in becoming 
a more ethnically diverse nation. 

“While many Uniting Churches 
refl ect the great diversity of 
cultures that makes up modern 
day Australia, there are also about 
180 migrant-ethnic groups from 
26 diff erent cultural traditions 
who worship in languages other 
than English.

Dr Floyd was in Queensland 
to attend the 2009 National 
Gathering of Multicultural and 
Cross-cultural ministries held at 
Alexandra Park in February.  

“Th e theme of the gathering, 
‘New Wave’, refl ected the never-
ending work of the Holy Spirit 
in raising up new generations 
of leaders, members and ways 
of being the body of Christ the 
church,” he said.

“Th e gathering provided an 
opportunity for members of the 
Uniting Church from diff erent 
culture and language groups 
to meet for support, challenge, 
encouragement, and dreaming.”

Over 80 people attended 
the conference including a staff  
person from the Ethnic Ministries 
Unit of the United Church of 
Canada which describes itself as 
an ‘intercultural church’. 

Th e work of the Assembly’s 
agency for Multicultural 
and Cross-cultural Ministry 
has included translating key 
Uniting Church documents into 
community languages, helping the 
church develop ways of sharing 
property resources, providing 
orientation for ministers coming 
from overseas, and helping the 
church to fully use the gifts of 
members from culturally diverse 
backgrounds. 

“We want to off er leadership 
to the whole church in developing 
policies and understanding of 
working with and receiving from 
the Uniting Church people from 
diff erent cultures.”

Dr Floyd said there was also a 
strong commitment on the part of 
multicultural and cross-cultural 
ministry people to develop close 
and respectful relationships with 
Indigenous people.

Toakase from Blacktown NSW (left) and Koloa from Adelaide 
represented the Tongan communities at the Alexandra Park 

National Gathering. Photo by Amelia Koh-Butler

President: Think 
beyond economics

God, and love your neighbour as 
yourself ’.”

“For parliamentarians with 
religious faith I would suggest that 
these two commandments, the 
summary of God’s Law, should be 
at the forefront of their minds and 
consciences every day. 

“For parliamentarians without 
religious faith I would hope that 
at least the second, ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself ’, recognising 
that we are to be good neighbours 
to all, is at the forefront of their 
minds and consciences too, every 
day.” 

Quoting UK Conservative 
leader David Cameron who said 
“It’s time we admitted that there’s 
more to life than money, it’s time 
we focused not just on GDP but 
on GWB - general wellbeing”, 
Mr Henderson thanked 
parliamentarians for the service 
and leadership they provide. 

“May love for God and love 
for neighbours predominate in 
Australia and in the Australian 
Parliament this year.”

By Bruce Mullan

THE UNITING Church has 
reaffi  rmed its support for 
the Government’s proposed 
Carbon Pollution Reduction 
Scheme (CPRS). It will be 
making a submission to the 
Inquiry announced by the 
House of Representatives 
Economics Committee, 
encouraging a strengthened 
scheme.

Th e National Director of 
UnitingJustice Australia Rev 
Elenie Poulos said that while 
the scheme was not ideal, it 
was vital that a price be placed 
on carbon.

“Th e Uniting Church regards human-induced 
climate change as a most serious threat to the 
future and integrity of life on earth. 

“We believe that pricing carbon is absolutely 
essential for addressing climate change. Th e 
introduction of the CPRS is an important 
strategy for reducing Australia’s greenhouse gas 
emissions.

“Th e CPRS is far from perfect and should be 
only one of numerous measures we develop to 
address the damaging impact of climate change. 

“We would prefer the scheme to deliver 
much stronger emissions reduction targets, 
more support for research, development and 
commercialisation of clean, renewable and low-
emission technologies, less support for the coal 
industry, and additional measures to assist low-

income and disadvantaged 
households. 

“However, we believe the 
scheme is a vital plank in 
enabling Australia to shift to a 
low-carbon economy.

“We are extremely 
concerned that resistance to 
the CPRS is based on a limited 
and short-term approach to 
the country’s future wellbeing,” 
said Ms Poulos. 

“It is entirely self-evident 
that the health of our 
economy is dependent on the 
health of the planet. We must 
shift as quickly as we can to a 

sustainable and vibrant low-carbon economy. 
“Australia is well placed to show the world 

what is possible.” 
Ms Poulos said the global fi nancial crisis is not 

an excuse not to proceed. 
“It is in fact another major demonstration of 

the failure of the current global economic system 
to sustain life and prosperity on earth. 

“Th e Federal Government and the Opposition 
should be even more committed to supporting a 
strong emissions trading scheme.

“It will be one step towards an economic 
system that puts the needs of people and the 
planet before profi t, and a demonstration to the 
global community that one of the world’s biggest 
per capita emitters is serious about climate 
change.”

Church wants a price on carbon

By Bruce Mullan
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UNITING CHURCH President 
Rev Gregor Henderson and 
Queensland Moderator Rev 
Bruce Johnson called on the 
church to pray for the suff ering 
victims and the volunteers who 
care for them. 

“We know that the God of love 
revealed to us in Jesus Christ is 
reaching out to embrace all who 
are suff ering, with his love and 
peace,” Mr Henderson said. 

“We pray that no more 
bushfi res will break out this 
summer season, that the summer 
heat and the hot winds will 
subside, and that recovery by 
families and communities will 
happen as quickly as possible.”

By Bruce MullanBy Bruce Mullan

THE MODERATOR of the THE MODERATOR of the 
Synod of Victoria and Tasmania Synod of Victoria and Tasmania 
has expressed deep sadness and has expressed deep sadness and 
grief over the tragic Victorian grief over the tragic Victorian 
bushfi res.bushfi res.

Rev Jason Kioa said alongside Rev Jason Kioa said alongside 
acts of untold bravery and acts of untold bravery and 
great generosity Victorians had great generosity Victorians had 
witnessed the horror and pain of witnessed the horror and pain of 
death, injury, loss of homes and death, injury, loss of homes and 
cherished items. cherished items. 

Mr Kioa said he was aware Mr Kioa said he was aware 
of some Uniting Church people of some Uniting Church people 
caught up in this tragedy in the caught up in this tragedy in the 
worst possible way.worst possible way.

President of the Uniting President of the Uniting 
Church in Australia Rev Gregor Church in Australia Rev Gregor 
Henderson said the Uniting Henderson said the Uniting 
Church joins with all Australians Church joins with all Australians 
in mourning the terrible loss of in mourning the terrible loss of 
life from the Victorian bushfi res. life from the Victorian bushfi res. 

“Th e horror of scores of lives “Th e horror of scores of lives 
lost, hundreds of homes destroyed lost, hundreds of homes destroyed 
and communities devastated, and communities devastated, 
touches all of us very deeply,” he touches all of us very deeply,” he 
said.said.

“We thought it was impossible “We thought it was impossible 
for the disasters of Ash Wednesday for the disasters of Ash Wednesday 

Wellers Hill-Tarragindi Minister Peter Arnett 
passed around the hat. Photo by Matt Gees

Mr Johnson said most people 
who are not immediately aff ected 
fi nd themselves waiting helplessly 
and longing to do something to 
provide help for those who have 
suff ered.

“Th at helplessness should not 
drive us to disconnect or turn 
away from the desperate need 
that faces our nation,” he said.

“If all we can do is to pray in 
solidarity with those who feel 
frightened, alone and grieving, 
then let us do that with courage.”

Mr Henderson invited all 
Uniting Churches to remain 
open for personal prayer, and 
many congregations provided 
opportunities for people to gather 
together. 

One of these was the 

congregation of Wellers Hill-
Tarragindi which held a special 
service in response to the 
outpouring of emotion in the 
wider community at the news 
from North Queensland and 
Victoria.

Minister at Wellers Hill-
Tarragindi, Rev Peter Arnett said 
the focus of the service was on the 
grief and lament that many people 
were feeling at this time.

“With the wave of emotion 
relating to current events, we felt 
there needed to be an opportunity 
for the church and the wider 
community to come together and 
share the sense of loss, pain and 
suff ering that so many people are 
going through,” Mr Arnett said.

In North Queensland, 
Presbytery Minister Rev Bruce 
Cornish together with the 
Anglican and Catholic Bishops 
and Townsville City Mayor 
Councillor Les Tyrell hosted a 
citywide time of refl ection and 
prayer in the Townsville Civic 
Centre.  

“Many Townsville residents 
have been directly and indirectly 
aff ected by the tragedies that 
continue to unfold and have been 

1983 and Black Friday 1939 to be 1983 and Black Friday 1939 to be 
outstripped, but these 2009 fi res, outstripped, but these 2009 fi res, 
dreadfully, have done so. dreadfully, have done so. 

“On behalf of the Uniting “On behalf of the Uniting 
Church I extend our sympathy and Church I extend our sympathy and 
care to the thousands of victims - care to the thousands of victims - 
to the families of those killed, to to the families of those killed, to 
the injured in hospitals, to those the injured in hospitals, to those 
who’ve lost their homes and lifes’ who’ve lost their homes and lifes’ 
possessions, and to the people of possessions, and to the people of 
the devastated communities.”the devastated communities.”

Mr Henderson honoured the Mr Henderson honoured the 
courageous eff orts of the Country courageous eff orts of the Country 
Fire Authority, the paramedics, Fire Authority, the paramedics, 
doctors and hospital staff , the doctors and hospital staff , the 
police and the State Emergency police and the State Emergency 
Services, and the countless Services, and the countless 
number of volunteers who have number of volunteers who have 
fought the fi res and cared for the fought the fi res and cared for the 
victims.victims.

Queensland Moderator Rev Queensland Moderator Rev 
Bruce Johnson also acknowledged Bruce Johnson also acknowledged 
the compassion and dedication the compassion and dedication 
of emergency services and of emergency services and 
volunteers who have cared for the volunteers who have cared for the 
victims of the fl oods and fi res.victims of the fl oods and fi res.

“In times of community pain “In times of community pain 
and suff ering we are all inspired and suff ering we are all inspired 
by those who give of themselves by those who give of themselves 
to serve,” he said. to serve,” he said. 

Mr Johnson contacted Rev Mr Johnson contacted Rev 
Kioa to assure him of the prayers Kioa to assure him of the prayers 
and support of the Queensland and support of the Queensland 
Synod.Synod.

“He has assured me that “He has assured me that 
despite all they are going through, despite all they are going through, 
they have been praying for the they have been praying for the 
people of North Queensland who people of North Queensland who 
are struggling in the fl oods,” Mr are struggling in the fl oods,” Mr 
Johnson said.Johnson said.

Th ere have also been emails Th ere have also been emails 
from partner churches around from partner churches around 
the world off ering prayers and the world off ering prayers and 
support including one from support including one from 
Bishop Paul Verryn who wrote on Bishop Paul Verryn who wrote on 
behalf of the Methodist Church of behalf of the Methodist Church of 
Southern Africa to express their Southern Africa to express their 
horror at the damage caused by horror at the damage caused by 
the fi res.the fi res.

“We ask that you pass our “We ask that you pass our 
condolences to the families of condolences to the families of 
those who have lost their lives,” those who have lost their lives,” 
Bishop Verryn said.  Bishop Verryn said.  

“We are particularly conscious “We are particularly conscious 
of those whose entire livelihood of those whose entire livelihood 
has been destroyed in the fi re has been destroyed in the fi re 
and those who fi nd themselves and those who fi nd themselves 
traumatised and overwhelmed by traumatised and overwhelmed by 
the complete destruction of their the complete destruction of their 
livelihood.”livelihood.”
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Responding 
with prayer
By Bruce Mullan

distressed by the number of people 
who have tragically lost their lives 
or seen their homes damaged and 
destroyed,” Mr Cornish said.

Th e symbolism used in the 
Wellers Hill-Tarragindi service 
was as much a part of the sharing 
as the words from the psalms and 
songs used and the conclusion 

of the service was perhaps the 
biggest symbol of all. 

“We did something pretty 
Australian,” Mr Arnett said.

“When a mate is in trouble or 
needs help, often the reaction is 
to pass the hat around and that’s 
just what we did.”

Church leaders grieve for victims
HOW CAN YOU 
HELP?

President of the Assembly 
Rev Gregor Henderson 
has launched a national 
appeal for the victims of the 
Victorian fi res and has asked 
all Uniting Churches to give 
through a retiring offering. 

If you would like to 
contribute fi nancially you 
can donate via the SHARE 
Victorian Bushfi re Appeal. 

Queensland Moderator 
Rev Bruce Johnson has 
suggested people contribute 
fi nancially to the recovery 
from the fl oods in North 
Queensland and the Gulf 
Country, through the 
Premier’s Appeal. 

Links to both these can be 
found on the Synod website 
www.ucaqld.com.au. 

North Queensland 
Presbytery Minister 
Rev Bruce Cornish said 
Aerial Patrol Minister 
Garry Hardingham is 
supporting many people 
through medical drops 
and transporting people 
who cannot get to medical 
appointments and boarding 
school. 

“We encourage people 
consider supporting the 
Uniting Church folk in North 
Queensland directly as well 
as giving to the general 
fl ood appeals and especially 
to the appeals for those 
affected by the tragedy of 
the bushfi res in Victoria.”  

Please contact Mr Cornish 
on 4779 5818 or email 
presbnq@bigpond.net.au. 

F
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COMMUNICATIONS DIREC-
TOR for the Synod of Victoria and 
Tasmania Kim Cain said at least 
one Uniting Church member – an 
elder at Kinglake – had died in 
the ferocious Victorian fi res and 
many Uniting Church families 
had lost their homes and farms.  

One small Uniting Church and 
one Uniting Church community 
centre were destroyed.

Th e Uniting Church sprang 
into action immediately releasing 
$50,000 from its National 
Disaster Fund to enable the 
church in Victoria to provide for 

CONTROVERSIAL MELB-
OURNE Catch the Fire Ministries 
leader Pastor Danny Nalliah 
said he was not surprised by the 
Victorian bush fi res following 
a dream he had last October 
relating to consequences of the 
abortion laws passed in Victoria.

“In my dream I saw fi re 
everywhere with fl ames burning 
very high and uncontrollably. 

“With this I woke up from my 
dream with the interpretation as 
the following words came to me 
in a fl ash from the Spirit of God. 

“Th at his conditional 
protection has been removed 
from the nation of Australia, in 
particular Victoria, for approving 
the slaughter of innocent children 
in the womb.” 

Mr Nalliah said Victorians could 
stop the fi res if they repent the 
passing of the decriminalisation 
of abortion laws of Victoria.

Uniting Church President Rev 
Gregor Henderson said now was 
not the time to lay blame. 

He expressed abhorrence 
towards any claim that the 
devastation caused by the 
Victorian bushfi res was instigated 
by a vengeful God.

“Th e God we worship is a 
loving, peaceful God who is 
slow to anger and demonstrates 

Photograph courtesy of CSIRO  www.scienceimage.csiro.au 

forgiveness and love through 
Jesus Christ. 

“To suggest that the loss of 
life from these bushfi res is the 
reaction of God towards the 
Victorian people for decisions 
made by Government is not only 
ludicrous, it misapprehends the 
nature of God, the giver of life,” 
he said.

“God is not punishing the 
people of Victoria, so many of 
whom lost their lives, and so 
many more who are working day 
and night to fi ght fi res, support 
the victims, and provide food, 
clothing and shelter. 

“God is, in fact, there with 
the people, in the middle of their 
suff ering; God is made known 
through the love that is extended 
to those most in need.”

Mr Henderson said that in the 
weeks and months to come, it 
would be vital for the Australian 
community, including churches 
and other faith groups, to con-
tinue to band together to support 
the people of Victoria, off ering 
comfort, service and love. 

“It is through the generosity 
of organisations and individuals 
who are working hard to protect 
and care for the many victims of 
this devastating event that we see 
God at work.

“We believe that God embraces 
all those who are suff ering and 

those working to alleviate such 
suff ering, with love and peace.”

Catch the Fire Ministries hold 
annual Australia Day prayer 
rallies in Melbourne which have 
been supported by former Prime 
Minister John Howard and Liberal 
politician Peter Costello. 

Mr Costello delivered a 
televised address to CTFM’s 2009 
Australia Day prayer meeting but 
has labelled Mr Nalliah’s abortion 
claims as indecent. 

“To link the death and the 
suff ering of bushfi re victims to 
other political events is appalling, 
heartless and wrong,” he said.

In January Mr Nalliah said he 
hoped Mr Costello would lead 
the Liberal Party to victory at 
the next election after accusing 
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and 
Opposition Leader Malcolm 
Turnbull of having anti-Christian 
agendas.

Mr Nalliah was the second 
candidate for the Family First 
Party on the Victorian Senate 
ticket in 2004 when Senator Steve 
Fielding was elected.

Senator Fielding has rebuked 
Nalliah saying his comments 
are an insult to the families who 
perished in the Victorian bushfi res 
and their grieving friends and 
families.

Mr Nalliah’s February 
reporting of his October dream 

was selective and he only 
reported the fi re aspect of his 
prophecy conveniently neglecting 
to mention his original dream 
had commenced with a “man 
fi ring randomly with a weapon at 
people on the streets and many 
were falling dead.”

Religion reporter for Th e Age
Barney Zwartz said it was colossal 
arrogance to presume to speak for 
God in this way.

“As a young Christian explor-

ing the denominations, I met 
many Pentecostals who claimed 
to prophesy (“Th us saith the Lord 
…”) and was struck by how unfail-
ingly God’s word, through them, 
precisely mirrored their own ob-
sessions,” Mr Zwartz wrote.

“I don’t doubt Danny Nalliah 
is sincerely disturbed by the 
Victorian abortion law. I don’t 
even doubt he means well. 

“I do very much doubt that his 
vision is from God.”

Clayfield College
Girls: Prep to Year 12   Boarding: Girls over 10 years   
Boys: Prep to Year 5
(07) 3262 0262 www.clayfield.qld.edu.au

EDUCATION AND VALUE FOR LIFE
Somerville House
Day and boarding school for girls   Preparatory to Year 12
(07) 3248 9200 www.somerville.qld.edu.au

Brisbane Boys’ College
Boarding and day school for boys in Prep to Year 12
(07) 3309 3500 www.bbc.qld.edu.au

Sunshine Coast Grammar School
Co-educational day school   Preschool to Year 12
(07) 5445 4444 www.scgs.qld.edu.au

Presbyterian and Methodist Schools Association www.pmsa-schools.edu.au   A ministry of the Uniting and Presbyterian Churches, providing excellence in education in a Christian and caring environment.
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Where is God?
By Bruce Mullan

The Uniting Church in action
By Bruce Mullan immediate emergency relief, and 

has launched a national appeal for 
funds which will be used by the 
church for both emergency relief 
and the longer-term pastoral care 
and rehabilitation for families in 
need. 

In fl ood ravaged North 
Queensland, McKay Patrol fl ying 
minister Rev Gary Hardingham 
was amazed what a diff erence a 
month can make.

“Just one month ago, everyone 
was looking at the blue sky and 
wondering if we’d get a wet season 
this year. Now, it won’t stop,” he 
said.

“Th ere have been people stuck 

in cars between rivers for days.
“Th ere’s been school kids stuck 

unable to get back to boarding 
school and whole communities 
cut off  from the rest of the world 
for weeks,” Mr Hardingham said. 

“To the south in the channel 
country it looks like the inland 
sea that Burke and Wills were 
looking for.”

Ingham Minister Rev Ian 
Boudry said there had been 
water damage to the carpets in 
the church but the majority of 
congregation members were OK.

“Th ey are just weary from 
being inundated the second time 
around,” he said.

Moderator of the Synod of 
Victoria and Tasmania Rev Jason 
Kioa said Ministers and members 
of the Uniting Church have been 
off ering continuous care to those 
aff ected by the fi res. 

“Th is has been the care that 
comes not in a blaze of publicity 
but quietly and genuinely,” he 
said.

“Most of our work will be done 

over a longer period and in the 
aftermath of the tragedy,” he said.

In one touching story a 
UnitingCare mobile kindergarten 
was sent to one of the community 
relief stations in Victoria so the 
children caught up in the horrifi c 
events had somewhere to play, 
relax and begin to work through 
their devastating  experience.
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Clayfield College, located in inner Brisbane, is a 
School of the Presbyterian and Methodist Schools 
Association in Queensland.  This P-12 day and 
boarding school of 950 students has an excellent 
reputation and a proud heritage as a Christian learning 
community.

The school now seeks a new Chaplain to commence 
as soon as possible.  Interested candidates are asked 
to discuss this opportunity, in the first place, with the 
Principal, Mr Brian Savins.

Tel 07 3262 0229 or 
Email bsavins@clayfield.qld.edu.au

CHAPLAIN

CLAYFIELD COLLEGE
2009 June Willow Creek Worship & 
Arts Conference + Key Churches

August: Global Leadership Summit 
+ Key Churches

Sept: “Steps of St Paul Pilgrimage” 
Greece Turkey (includes Gallipoli)

2010 May: Israel - Italy - Germany 
- Oberammergau

Experience the famous Passion 
Play held every 10 Years

Information: Rev Ken Anderson 
0438 204 386 or 
ken@missiontravel.org.au

Christian Pilgrimage 
Opportunities
(Escorted Tours)

Pilgrimage Travel 
1300 554 854

www.pilgrimage.com.au

in the Uniting Church

Prepare yourself for
    Lay preaching  Lay chaplaincy
    The ministry of Pastor Youth ministry
    Leading study groups Local mission
    Lay presidency of the sacraments
    and other avenues of service

    Print and multimedia study options
    Nationally accredited qualifications

    Study towards a CMin, DipMin or BMin
    accredited through the Adelaide College of Divinity

    Study towards a BTh or other degree programs
    accredited through Flinders University

    Call 08 8416 8420 or email 
    p-wcollege@flinders.edu.au

MAKE A WEEKLY prayer diary, 
skip 40 times forward and 15 times 
backwards, and be sure to keep 
your body clean and healthy.

Th ese were some of the 
requirements of the Fourth Class 
Test in the Page’s Handbook of the 
Order of Knights.  

Th e thousands of young boys 
who participated in this Methodist 
youth organisation in the fi rst half 
of last century were also expected 
to attend 20 out of 26 Sundays at 
Church or Sunday School while 
completing their test.

Some have been critical of the 
Methodist Order of Knights as 
un-Christian, suggesting links 
to Freemasonry because of its 
use of secret hand-shakes and 
passwords.

For many young men in 
Queensland it was foundational 
in their faith development.  

Former Director of the 
Department of Mission and Parish 
Services and one time Bishop in 
the Order Rev John Mavor said 
the OKs was founded in New 
South Wales in 1914 by Alec Bray, 
a young Sunday School teacher 
who later became a minister.

Th e OKs as they were known 
had some elements characteristic 
of a Lodge with door knocks, 
regalia, fi xed orders of worship 
for the meetings, and a peculiar 

method of voting (stamping the 
foot once).  

“It was based on the legend of 
King Arthur and the Knights of 
the Round Table but was strongly 
Christian in character,” Mr Mavor 
said.

“It proved very popular and 
involved Junior OKs, Senior OKs 
and a Court of retired OKs.  

“Th e Girls Comradeship, 

which had fewer elements of the 
Lodge tradition in its life, was a 
popular organisation for girls and 
young women in the Methodist 
Church and included a junior 
branch called Rays,” he said.

Last Knight Grand Commander 
of the Order Don Hutton from 
Albany Creek said Alec Bray could 
sweep you off  your feet with his 
enthusiasm. 

“When he spoke of King Arthur 
and his Knights, you believed he 
had ridden with them,” he said.  

“Th rough the development 
and enthusiasm of the leaders 
and the boys, tasks were created 
and achieved during activities 
conducted each week. 

Th ese tasks included knot 
tying, bushcraft, learning basic 
Australian politics and geography, 

road safety, identifying Australian 
fl ora and fauna, and learning the 
Lord’s Prayer by heart.  

Boys could wear the Knight’s 
uniform before admission to the 
Order but could only wear the 
Knight’s Shield and profi ciency 
badges after their probation was 
completed.  

“You will soon learn to 
recognise any boy’s position in his 
court by looking at his uniform,” 
the Page’s Handbook said.  

Th e fi rst Queensland Court 
of the OKs was established in 
Toowoomba in April 1922 and 
in 1929 the General Conference 
of the Methodist Church of 
Australasia recognised the Order 
as an approved organisation.   

During the Second World War 
many of the senior OKs enlisted, 
compelling some courts to go into 
recess. Th e organisation never 
fully recovered.  

Mr Hutton and other former 
OKs maintain a list of over 600 
members which keeps growing 
after every reunion.  

One of the features of the 
reunions has been the displays 
of memorabilia including regalia, 
gavels, staves, photographs, 
Minute Books and other records.  

To register interest in the next 
reunion contact Don Hutton at 

donhutton@powerup.com.au 
or 07 3264 6241

The Methodist Order of Knights tennis team (1936).  
Don Hutton is keen to know the names of the OKs in the photograph.  

Living a 
legacy

By Bruce Mullan

SPEND THE kids’ inheritance! 
In recent years, research has suggested 

that baby boomers are not as concerned 
with setting up their families for the 
future, but are spending every last cent in 
retirement. 

Most baby boomers and generations 
before them have worked hard and 
struggled for everything they’ve earned, 
and their later years is their turn to enjoy 
life—with travel, a new home and hobbies 
and community groups.

But according to U.C.I.S Financial 
Planner Cliff  Cole, this “trend” is actually 
not the case for a lot of people.

“Th ere are only a few people we come 
across who don’t want to leave something 
behind for families, the church or a 
favourite charity,” said Mr Cole.

“Most people like to think that there will 
be lasting evidence of their life once they’ve 

passed on; in some cases that’s a gift to 
family to give them a head start, or a gift 
back to a church or charity that has had a 
signifi cant impact on their life.”

But Mr Cole says the question of what 
to spend, what to save and how to live in 
the later years of life is one that will vary 
depending on the individual and how they 
plan for the future.

“Th ose who have always had minimal 
resources and lived a basic lifestyle are 
more content with a basic lifestyle in 
retirement.

“But those with signifi cant assets who 
have spent more over their lifetime can be 

worried about not being able to aff ord 
to continue their lifestyle and keep pace 
with their current social circles.”

Th e issue of being able to make your 
money last as you get older is one that 
Mr Cole says causes stress and anxiety 
for a lot of people.

“For most people, a pension alone 
will not be enough to live on as the age 
pension has not kept pace with infl ation,” 
Mr Cole said.

Cliff Cole is a fi nancial planner with 
U.C.I.S Financial Planning on 07 
3874 3600 or visit their website 

www.fi nancialplanning.ucis.com.au. 

Order some good men
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Demographic changes 
shrink the generation gap

AT PRESENT only 14 percent of 
the population is over the age of 
65. If the birth rate stays where 
it is – and, in spite of the current 
upwards blip, it may well go even 
lower – and if life expectancy also 
remains stable, then by the time 
today’s youngsters reach their 
middle years, about 25 percent of 
the population will be over 65. 

Th at’s a very diff erent kind of 
society from the one we’ve been 
used to for the past 60 years, ever 
since the post-war baby boom 
rewrote our population statistics.

Th ink of the implications for 
aged-care medicine, nursing, 
housing and welfare. 

Th ink of the demand for leisure 
and recreation activities for the 
increasingly hale and hearty 
elderly, and the changing demand 
for media content to refl ect their 
interests – especially their interest 
in the past which will fuel an 
unprecedented nostalgia boom. 

Th ink of the impact on retailing, 
entertainment, transport and 
community services. 

Th ink of all the special 
provisions likely to be needed for 
a population that is so strongly 

skewed to the older end of the 
spectrum, and then think about 
who’s going to pay for it all.

Of course, many of the over-
65s will be powering on in the 
workforce, happily reminding us 
and each other that since 60 was 
the new 50, it follows that 70 will 
be the new 60. 

And so it will be: in terms of 
their health, their fi tness, their 
diet, their dress, their style, their 
propensity to travel, their life 
expectancy and their outlook on 

life, this will be the ‘youngest’ 
cohort of over-65s we’ve ever 
seen. 

And what diet and exercise 
don’t achieve, Botox, collagen and 
cosmetic surgery will. 

Th ey’ll be determined to look 
as young as they feel.

Th e baby boomers are already 
leading the way, establishing a 
trend that will be eagerly followed 
by the next generation, and the 
next.

‘Retirement’ is being dropped 

from the vocabulary of ageing 
in favour of ‘refocusing’ and 
those who choose to work on 
– whether full-time or part-
time, paid or unpaid – may well 
regard structured work as a life-
prolonging, dementia-postponing 
pursuit that gives them structure, 
stimulation, satisfaction and a 
human herd to belong to, even 
if their marriages have dissolved 
and their families scattered. 

Our ageing society may well 
turn out to be a very lively place, 

with such a high proportion of 
elderly people who are healthier, 
better educated, more widely 
travelled and more engaged in 
society than was typical of older 
people in the past. 

From the so-called ‘grey 
nomads’ who pack up their 
homes and take to the road in 
an extended caravan tour of 
the country to the enthusiastic 
participants in the University of 
the Th ird Age, this will be a more 
mobile, more inquisitive, more 
restless generation of over-65s 
than we are accustomed to. 

‘Tribal elders’ will be a highly 
visible, vigorous and participative 
segment of the population. 

As a result there may well be 
a more caring and respectful 
attitude towards older people, 
and in spite of the continuing 
rapid rate of technological change 
and innovation, there will still be 
a huge bank of experience among 
the over-65s for our society to 
draw on.

When a child born in 2009 
turns 17, the youngest baby 
boomers will be 65. 

By then, 20 may well be the 
new 30, given the hothouse 
development of the rising 
generation, and 65 will have 
become the new 50. 

A chronological gap of 45 years 
may start to feel more like a socio-
cultural gap of only 20 years. 

Perhaps those infamous 
generation gaps are actually 
shrinking.

From Advance Australia 
Where: How we’ve changed, 

why we’ve changed and what 
will happen next by Hugh 

Mackay. Reproduced here  
with permission

Age - The church has an older 
age profi le than the wider 
Australian community
Gender - 61% of attenders are 
female 
Ethnicity - 75% are Australian-
born 
Education - 23% have 
university degrees (compared to 
13% of all Australians over 15 
years)
Employment status - Around 
half of all church attenders are 
employed and 30% are retired    
Marital status - 62% are in their 
fi rst marriage 

www.ncls.org.au

ACCORDING TO the National Church 
Life Survey (NCLS) the Uniting Church is 
the oldest church in Australia as far as the 
age of attendees is concerned.

Figures released in 2008 stated that only 
8% of the Uniting Church’s membership 
fell in the 15 to 29 age bracket. 

36% of Uniting Church members are 
over 70 years old and another 20% are aged 
between 60 and 69 years old.

Figures from the Census 2006 Yearbook 
back up the NCLS research.

In 2001, 82% of persons aged 65 years 
and over identifi ed themselves as Christian, 
compared with 60% of 18-24 year olds.

15% of people who identifi ed as Christian 
were aged 65 years and over.

An NCLS data comparison between 
1991 and 1996 showed the beginnings of 
what they termed ‘bracket creep’.

“Th at is, there are now smaller 
proportions of attenders in their twenties 
and a larger proportion of attenders in older 
age groupings than in 1991. Th is suggests 
that few denominations are immune to the 
problems of ageing.” 

Monique Mawbey is possibly the 
youngest person in the country studying to 
become a Uniting Church Deacon. 

When she graduates from Trinity 
Th eological College, Brisbane, Ms Mawbey 
will still be one of the youngest people 
in her congregation and probably in her 
Presbytery.

“How am I as a 24 or 25 year old 
(hopefully if all goes well that is when I will 
be ordained) going to minister to those 
generations above me?” she said.

“I think one of my biggest fears is that 
when I do get ordained, the people within 
the community will not value the gifts I 
have to off er them due to my age.”

Th ese days the age bracket that 
symbolises ‘youth’ in the church reaches 
up to the age of 30. It is generally accepted 
in the community that after the age of 25 a 
person is no longer considered ‘youth’.

“It is important for the people I’ll be 
ministering to, to understand and realise I 
have respect for them and that I won’t be 
there to judge, challenge or change their 
lives,” said Ms Mawbey.

“I will be there to support them and 
hopefully guide them, with the help of God 
and not on my own accord. 

“I don’t know all the answers and I 
might not be able to understand or relate to 
certain things they have gone through and 
experienced, but I can only do my best, and 
that is exactly what I will do. 

“I think in many ways it is going to be 
a huge challenge, but with God’s guidance 
and most likely a few trials and errors, it 
will all work out in the end.”

Uniting is the oldest church

In Queensland by 2020 life expectancy will increase – from 77 years to 81 years for men, and from 82 years to 85 years for 
women. What are the implications for us as a country and as a state when a greater proportion of our population is older? 
Social commentator and sociologist, Hugh Mackay, considers the effects of this different age distribution

By Hugh Mackay

Australian 
church attender 
demographics

(all churches)

By Mardi Lumsden
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Fifty-fi ve 
years of 
Blue Caring

A strong sense of  
mission
BLUE CARE Director of Mission 
Colleen Geyer said Blue Care staff  
and volunteers provide care for 
more than 12 500 people every 
day through nursing, allied health, 
personal care, domestic assistance, 
respite, social support, pastoral 
and volunteer services.

“Th is support is off ered to 
people in their homes, in the 
community, and in Blue Care’s 
centres, clinics, residential aged 
care facilities and independent 
living units across Queensland and 
northern New South Wales.

“Our commitment to care 
services that express the Christian 
values of the Uniting Church 
and address clients’ physical, 
intellectual, emotional and 
spiritual needs remains strong.

“Blue Care staff  regularly go 
beyond what is expected, from 

Lifeline supports older Australians

A HARD-WORKING mother of a 
bright, energetic eight year old girl 
went to work one day, and never 
came home. A tragic car accident 
suddenly left her daughter, Fiona, 
an orphan. 

Jo, the girl’s grandmother, went 
from part-time babysitter to full-
time carer. 

In addition to dealing with 
the loss of her daughter, Jo now 
had the challenge of raising her 
granddaughter.

She didn’t know how she was 
going to pay for Fi’s dancing lessons 
which she loved so much. 

She felt not only fi nancially 
stressed by the situation, but also 
physically unable to provide Fi a 
stable upbringing. 

She needed assistance, but 
didn’t know where to turn.

A close friend of Jo’s 

recommended she call the Seniors 
Enquiry Line on 1300 135 500, 
a service operated by Lifeline 
that links seniors to community 
information. 

To Jo’s surprise, she found 
Lifeline also run a Time for 
Grandparents program, a program 
specifi cally designed for assisting 
‘Grandfamilies’. 

She also found out they could 
fi nancially assist with Fi’s dancing 
lessons. 

Th e Time for Grandparents 
Program is funded by the 
Department of Communities and 
run by Lifeline’s Seniors Enquiry 
Line. 

Th e program is designed to 
provide occasional, organised 
time out for grandparents who 
are the primary carers of their 
grandchildren. 

It also provides information 
to grandparents and aims to link 

Blue Care, formerly the Blue Nursing Service, 
started out in 1953 as an initiative of the Uniting 
Church and has since grown into Australia’s largest 
provider of community health and residential aged 
care. Modern-day initiatives and a shared mission 
to support the well-being of individuals, families 
and communities continue to keep this connection 
to the Uniting Church alive. So, what are these 
initiatives? And what values does Blue Care have 
that tie in with the church’s philosophies?

our community nurses committed 
to clients in cities and regional 
Queensland to our residential care 
staff  providing quality care every 
day for people who call Blue Care 
residential facilities home, as well 
as our volunteers supporting local 
services.”

Blue Care is an agency of 
UnitingCare Queensland, the 
health and community service 
provider of the Uniting Church in 
Australia.

Tackling the big issues
An Indigenous Care Strategy 
and Rural and Remote Strategy 
are among Blue Care’s fl agship 
projects, just two initiatives that 
refl ect the organisation’s mission.

Ms Geyer said she had 
witnessed incredible change in the 
organisation in the past two years.

“Blue Care currently has 
around 170 Indigenous employees 

and our goal is to have Indigenous 
employees make up 3.5 per cent of 
our entire workforce by February 
2010, which equates to the current 
percentage of Indigenous people 
living in Queensland.

Blue Care is also leading the way 
in research to identify the issues 
aff ecting older people in rural and 
remote Queensland. 

In 2008, the organisation began 
developing a Rural and Remote 
Strategy to identify alternative 
aged and community care service 
delivery approaches in rural and 
remote areas. Th e strategy is due 
for completion later this year.

Building partnerships
With Australia’s population ageing, 
demand for Blue Care’s services is 
growing and community support 
has never been more important.

“Our services are subsidised 

by the Australian and State 
Governments, however, as the 
costs of caring are substantially 
more than the funds provided, we 
rely heavily on support from the 
Uniting Church, more than 3000 
volunteers and the community,” 
Ms Geyer said.

“Th ey make such an important 
contribution to our community. 
Many of our programs would not 
be possible without them. Th e 
input of church members and 
volunteers enhances and raises 
the overall quality of care we can 
provide to the elderly and others in 
need of care.”

Committing to 
sustainability

At times, Blue Care’s mission 
may be considered at odds with 
standard business practices.

However, it is the foundations 
on which the not-for-profi t organ-
isation was built and its underlying 
values that motivate Blue Care 
management to maintain the 
organisation’s sustainability.

“First and foremost we are 
motivated by a desire to provide 
compassionate care to people 
across the community and we are 
committed to providing services 
for disadvantaged and marginalised 
people,” Ms Geyer said.

Blue Care’s services are 
available to all, regardless of socio-
economic, ethnic, religious, or 
spiritual background.

“Th e people being served, rather 
than the profi t margin, are the 
inspiration to continue to be viable, 
while good business practices and 
forward planning help make us 
sustainable,” she said.

For more information visit 
www.bluecare.org.au

By Anna Masci them to support networks. 
Th e Time for Grandparents 

Program operates across the State 
and organises camps that off er 
children fun activities, carers 
support, and rest. 

Lifeline Community Care 
Queensland also runs an Elders 
Abuse Prevention Unit. 

Th e Elder Abuse Prevention 
Unit is a state-wide program 
funded by the Department of 
Communities and has been 
operating under Lifeline Brisbane 
since November 2000. 

Elder Abuse is regarded as 
part of the wider social issue of 
domestic and family violence. 

It is estimated that 25 000 older 
people in Queensland are the 
victims of elder abuse – this may 
just be the tip of the iceberg. 

Since reporting began in 2001, 
cases of elder abuse have risen by 
30 per cent.

Th e Elder Abuse Prevention Unit 
operates a Helpline, 1300 651 192, 
open Monday to Friday from 9am 
to 5pm. 

Th e Elder Abuse Prevention 
Unit also provides free training 
for service providers who work 
with older people living in the 
community, community groups 

and educational institutions to 
raise the profi le of elder abuse. 

For more information on these 
programs, please visit www.

seniorsenquiryline.com.au, 
www.eapu.com.au, 

or call Lifeline Brisbane 
on 07 3250 1900
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Ask for 
recommendations
Get references
Check accreditation 
reports
Talk to the 
administrator or 
nursing staff 
Tour the facility

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

Moving to 
supported 
accommodation
BLUE CARE Acting Director of 
Residential Services Maureen 
Kennedy says because it’s an 
emotional time for the elderly 
person and their carer/s, it is best 
to have all the practical things in 
place before that time comes.

“In terms of easing elderly 
patients into aged care, forward 
planning is critical,” she said. 

“Th ere are numerous details 
to consider, including organising 
assessment through an Aged 
Care Assessment Team (ACAT), 
choosing a facility, the move itself, 
and planning care within the home 
– it’s a long process.”

Making the big 
decision

Elderly people are often reluctant 
to make the move to residential 
care because the idea conjures up 
negative feelings. However, Ms 
Kennedy says many of them fi nd 
they have a greater quality of life 
after they’ve made the move.

“Aged care homes serve to 
provide the necessary care that is 
not available in any other setting,” 
she explains. An individual needs 
a nursing home when it is too 
diffi  cult for family members to 
take care of loved ones who require 
constant care.

“Our residents commonly 
experience less anxiety about 
health issues because there’s always 

a carer on hand to help, and they 
generally have a more active social 
life with people their own age, just 
to name a couple of benefi ts.”

Aged care 
assessments

Importantly, before a decision can 
be made about moving into an 
aged care facility, an Aged Care 
Assessment Team needs to assess 
an elderly person’s eligibility for 
Australian Government subsidised 
care in an aged care home (low 
level or high level care). 

Th e best place to start is by 
calling the Commonwealth 
Carelink and Respite Centre 
(freecall 1800 052 222). 

Th ey can provide free and 
confi dential information about 
residential aged care, community 
aged care, disability and other 
support services and give you 
personalised attention. 

Th ey also have information 
about fi nding a home, the 
application process, accepting a 
place, and advice on moving in.

Meeting individual 
care needs

Aged care facilities off er diff erent 
levels of care based on a person’s 
care needs. And while the ACAT 
assesses and determines the 

level of care required, it’s useful 
for people to understand the 
diff erence between low care, 
high care and dementia specifi c 
accommodation.

“Low care facilities or 
hostels enable residents to live 
a productive lifestyle with care 
and assistance close at hand,” Ms 
Kennedy comments. 

“Th ey off er security, 
companionship with people of a 
similar age, and a range of activities, 
concerts and excursions.

“High care facilities or nursing 
homes are for those who require 
a higher level of care. Th ey suit 
those who need help with caring 
for themselves, such as showering, 
dressing, and medication.

“Dementia specifi c units, or 
secure high care units, are generally 
for elderly people with late-onset 
dementia or a cognitive disease 
who have a habit of wandering. 

Th ey off er the resident greater 
protection and safety.”

Finding the right place
Finding the right aged care home 
is an important task.

“Th ere isn’t always a bed 
available at your fi rst choice, so you 
should choose a few that meet your 
needs,” Ms Kennedy suggests.

“Th e most important factor 
when choosing a home is the 
quality of care and the interactions 
between staff  and residents. But 

THERE ARE many age 
milestones in life - turning 18, 
turning 21 and, for most people, 
turning anything that ends in a 
‘0’ is a big event.

Journey spoke to some young 
people about how they viewed 
ageing.

Jane Moad, 27, said she was 
enjoying getting older.

“Whilst 30 seems like a big 
milestone that I don’t want 
to acknowledge, I’m actually 
enjoying the rites of passage 
that go with getting older, such 
as getting married, buying 
a house, planning for the 
future and making grown up 
decisions,” she said. 

“I’m constantly learning 
about life.”

Dean Bird, 25, said he wasn’t 

worried about the ageing process.
“I worry about the future more 

then I worry about getting older,” 
he said. 

“I worry that I will get to 
heaven and there will be a list of 
things I was meant to do before I 
got there and I worry that my age 
will prevent me from being a good 
parent (when that happens).”

Th irty-three-year-old Michelle 
Cook remembers how she used to 
view ageing.

“I can remember being 16 and 
thinking ‘Wow, 22! Th at is so old’! 
When I got to 22 I thought – ‘Am 
I an adult now? I don’t feel like an 
adult. Maybe I will when I am old, 
like 30?’”

Ms Cook said ageing only 
scared her when she thought of 
her grandmother.

“I think of how lonely my Nana 
was after her husband died.”

The ageing adventure 

Blue Care 
Fast Facts
Every day Blue Care staff 
and volunteers provide 
care to more than 12 500 
people.

Every night more than 5000 
people call a Blue Care 
nursing home “home”.

Every week more than 
260 Blue Care centres 
open their doors to the 
community.

Every month 170 000 
people rely on Blue Care’s 
community care services.

Every year 1350 Blue Care 
vehicles travel more than 
28 million kilometres.

The decision to move either yourself or a loved one into an aged care home is one of the most diffi cult decisions you can 
make and is a life changing event for all concerned. For an elderly person and their family it marks the transition to end-
of-life. It can be a confusing, frustrating and stressful time, but with some careful planning, it can be a rewarding move.

Tips for 
fi nding a 
nursing home

you should also consider a facility’s 
location, the services provided and 
the premises.

“Once a place has been 
accepted it’s wise to make a list of 
the person’s physical, emotional, 
social and spiritual care needs so 
they get off  to a smooth start,” Ms 
Kennedy explained.

“Of course, the best way of 
making a loved one feel at ease in 
their new home is regular visits by 
family and friends. 

“Th is is the most important 
factor for quality of care and 
quality of life of a resident.”

By Mardi Lumsden With age comes responsibility 
and Vanessa Curtis, 33, certainly 
understands that.

“When I was young all I wanted 
was to be older so I could have the 
‘freedom’ it seemed all adults had 
... Now that I am older, I wish I was 
back at school,” she said.

Eighteen-year-old Rachel 
Richardson agreed.

“Now that I’m an adult, I see 
that you actually hit an age where 
you start to lose the ability to do 
things independently.

“We should live each day in 
the present so we don’t miss the 
opportunities that we can only 
have at our current age.”

Despite the age diff erence, all of 
these people respected the wisdom 
of their grand parents, parents and 
elders.

Fourteen-year-old Jared 
Ross certainly does. “I see my 

grandparents getting wiser about 
things every day,” he said.

Dean Bird said, “I think that as 
a society we don’t take the time 
to use the wisdom of people who 
have a life time of knowledge.”

Even when grandparents are no 
longer with us, their lessons can 
still be relevant. 

Ms Cook said she learnt a lot 
from her grandparents.

“Th eir way of life was so diff er-
ent to mine, but family and taking 
time over relationships were really 
important. Th is is something I try 
to remember when I am rushing 
about trying to get things done.”

Faith was one thing that 
everyone said they thought had 
changed for the better with age.

Jared said his faith grew as he 
aged. “It gets stronger and stronger 
every day,” he said.

Ms Richardson agreed.
“You may grow closer to God 

and have a stronger faith as you get 
older, because you would’ve lived 
through various situations and 

struggles and realised what life is 
like with and without God.”

Mr Bird said he now has a 
better understanding of faith and 
its implications on his life.

“My faith is growing stronger 
as God continues to confi rm his 
presence within my life. I also 
think that as a child my faith was 
dependent upon my parents’ 
faith.”

For Ms Moad her under-
standing of faith has changed.

“Some things you understand 
better, other things become less 
important. I think you also know 
yourself better - the way that God 
has gifted you and where he is 
calling you to be in life.”

As a parent, Ms Cook is glad her 
toddler will get older, but doesn’t 
think her personal view on ageing 
has changed. 

“I think ageing is a good thing 
really. I feel more confi dent in 
myself and my abilities (most of 
the time),” she said.

“Aging is like an adventure.”

Photo courtesy of Blue Care

Photo courtesy of Blue Care
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THOUGH I AM only forty-six, 
my hair has begun to vanish. 

I do not have trouble growing 
hair. But location is everything 
with hair. 

I am like a struggling oil 
company. I have great production, 
but poor distribution. 

If you’re one of those guys who 
still has his original hair, go ahead 
and laugh. 

But if you’re experiencing a 
recession yourself, if you’ve been 
cluttering pillows and clogging 
drains, if you’ve stopped combing 
and started rearranging, you’ll be 

happy to know that there is hope. 
I can’t think of anything 

hopeful at the moment, but give 
me some time and I’ll think of 
something. 

While I do, let’s look at some 
ways in which the scientifi c 
community, working hand-in-
hand with laboratory rats, has 
shown us just how bleak the 
picture really is. 

1. Genes. Scientists recently 
announced that they have 
discovered the gene that causes 
baldness. 

Unfortunately, they haven’t a 
clue what to do with it. 

2. Drugs. If you were alive 
during the ‘60s, you know that 
drugs taken in large quantities 
helped men forget many things, 
including their baldness. 

But this was momentary and, 
let’s face it, the side-eff ects were 
monstrous. 

Researchers now claim, 
however, that they have found a 
proven hair-growing drug. 

It’s called Minoxidol and it has 
been known to work on various 
objects - Fruit, wood, snooker 
balls. 

Unfortunately, it has been 
largely ineff ective in men. 

Battling baldness

WHILE OLDER adults may 
turn to faith to help them cope 
with or adapt to the changed 
life circumstances they fi nd 
themselves in, because of mobility 
and health issues the church often 
becomes less accessible in their 
time of need.

Chaplain with Northside 
Centre Blue Care Community 
Care Services Brian Murphy 
believes the experience of getting 
older does not have to be a 
negative one.

“In the afternoon and evening 
of a person’s life, the enriching 
value of their spirituality can 
enable older people to pause, 
appreciate and discover newer 
approaches to or understanding 
of the meaning or purpose of 
their life,” Mr Murphy said.  

Mr Murphy said a freedom 
can come as we move from a 
time of physical activity to a time 
of refl ection, distant thoughts, 
memories and hopes. 

He talks of a person sitting alone 
in the sun on a winter’s afternoon 
or waiting at a doctor’s surgery 
being occupied with thoughts 
and prayers for themself, family, 
the world or absent friends. 

“Such spiritual moments may 
contain Bible passages from our 
childhood, various mantras, 
favourite hymns or familiar 
prayers.

“Aloneness in life, thoughts 
and relationships often recreate 
a beauty previously unnoticed, 
a strength to overcome health 
diffi  culties, and an appreciation 
of those less fortunate in a world 
full of diffi  culties.” 

Mr Murphy points to a 
diff erence between loneliness 
which is rooted in a longing for 
God and solitude in which the 
voice of God can be heard in its 
stillness.

In his guide for cultivating 
depth and sacredness in everyday 
life (Care of the Soul), author 
Th omas Moore said growing 

old is one of the ways the soul 
nudges itself into attending to 
the spiritual aspect of life. 

“Th e body’s changes teach 
us about fate, time, nature, 
mortality and character. 

“Ageing forces us to decide 
what is important in life”

Mr Murphy said older people 
can take time to refl ect on the 
good things in their life, the 
contribution they have made, 
the people they have touched 
and the important lessons life 
has taught them. 

“Th is is why the retelling 
of stories many times over 
deepens one’s dignity and the 
signifi cance of their life.

“Th e years of old age may 
enable us to attain the high 
values we failed to sense, the 
insights we missed, the wisdom 
we ignored. 

“Th ey are indeed formative 
years, rich in possibilities 
to unlearn the follies of a 
lifetime, to see through inbred 
self-deceptions, to deepen 
understanding and compassion, 
to widen the horizon of honesty, 
to refi ne the sense of fairness.”

By Bruce Mullan

Growing 
old with 
God

Photo by Osker Lau

ASSEMBLY OF CONFESSING CONGREGATIONS
“Confessing the Lord Jesus Christ, Proclaiming the Truth, Renewing the Church”

The Assembly of Confessing Congregations is pleased to advise Queensland UCA members that the ACC Queensland 
Movement is the host state movement for the 2009 ACC AGM and Conference.

Assembly of Confessing Congregations Third National Conference and AGM

Location: Alexandra Park Conference Centre, Sunshine Coast
Dates: 3 - 5 September 2009
Public Rally: 7.30 pm Friday 4 September 2009

For further information about the Assembly of Confessing Congregations, 
including the ACC Queensland Movement, and on-line issues of the ACC 
Magazine: ACCatalyst, see our website www.confessingcongregations.com, 
or contact the National Office: Post: PO Box 968 Newtown NSW 2042  
Email: accoffice@confessingcongregations.com; Tel: (02) 9550 5358   

Assembly of Confessing Congregations Inc.  
ABN 73 794 518 715   ARBN 128 001 785  

Incorporated in NSW INC9887628  
Liability of Members is Limited  

Registered Office: 2 Erskineville Road, Newtown NSW

3. Music. After years of research 
and very little success, the Daiichi 
Pharmaceutical Company, a 
leading Japanese drug maker, 
decided to make wads and wads 
of money by releasing a compact 
disc of Mozart music. 

Yes, believe it or not, the CDs 
are now marketed exclusively 
through pharmacies. 

Daiichi Pharmaceutical claims 
that the music will soothe the 
listener, relieve stress and even 
reverse the balding process. I’m 
not sure about this, but they may 
be on to something here. 

You see, during high school I 
conducted similar experiments 
on my father in which I played 
loud music for him. 

Th is caused his head to appear 
hairier.  

Practical tips to try at home

Relocate - Yes, you may want to 
move to another state where no 
one will recognise you; where no 
one will know that you once had 
hair. 

Wait a minute, that’s not what 
I mean. What I mean is relocate 
your hair. 

Move it from an area where it 
thrives to Th e Dead Zone. 

Innovate - Th e most popular 
technique is to grow your hair 
very long on one side and comb it 
carefully over the deceased area. 

If you have false teeth to go 
along with it, you can scare 
the living daylights out of 

your grandchildren during a 
windstorm. 

Or wear a hat everywhere. 
If this fails, grow your eyebrows 

to their full length and comb them 
back. 

Let me know how this goes. 
If all these things should fail, 

perhaps you can try a concept as 
old as the Bible: contentment. 

I was standing in the parking 
lot the other day. 

My hair was blowing in the 
breeze, and I didn’t have the 
energy to chase after it. 

Suddenly, a comforting thought 
hit me: Our heads were made for 
more than growing hair. 

When it comes right down to 
it, we determine very little of what 
goes on above the hairline. 

But we can do something about 
what goes on beneath it. 

Second Corinthians 4:16 says 
it best: “... Th ough outwardly we 
are wasting away, yet inwardly we 
are being renewed day by day.” 

I need to be reminded of these 
things often. 

Yesterday I looked in the 
mirror and told my wife, “Honey, 
I don’t look forty-six.” 

She said, “No, but you used 
to.” 

© 2008 Phil Callaway is an 
award-winning Canadian 

author and speaker. 

Find out about Mr Callaway’s 
new book Family Squeeze, 

his ‘Hair Song’, or get some 
fruitcake best before 1973 at 

www.laughagain.org

By Phil Callaway
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Includes - Return air fares, 
Island Accommodation, 
most meals, Island cruise, 
Fiji Church Service- with 
choir, a Chief’s welcome 
and  kava ceremony, laze 
on beach, retail therapy 
in Suva & Lautoka, acres 
of one of the world’s best 
orchid gardens & new 
friends in compatible 
company.

FIJI EXCURSION
May 13- 19, 2009, 7 days, 6 nights

$2177

Contact: Lew Born
Details: 5580 9338, 

0409 347 224 
Email: lewborn@bigpond.com

Chaplain
Established in 1869 Prince Alfred College is one of Australia’s leading 
schools for boys. We have an enrolment of 1000 boys aged between 3 
and 18, and are situated on spacious grounds near the centre of 
Adelaide. The College has an outstanding reputation for academic 
performance, sporting results, musical and drama productions, artistic 
development, moral and ethical formation in the Christian tradition, and 
for the quality of care shown to the students.

Applications are now invited from highly motivated Uniting Church 
Ministers of the Word or Deacons who can demonstrate Christian 
leadership, high level pastoral care, and excellent communication skills.  

The general responsibilities of the position include:

old scho

the wider community and world.

The Job and person specifications and application form may be obtained 
from the school or by accessing our website.

The names of three referees should be forwarded with the written 
application addressed to Mr Kevin Tutt, Headmaster, by
Thursday 12 March 2009 to:

Terry Learmonth, HR Manager, Prince Alfred College
PO Box 571, Kent Town SA 5071
tlearmonth@pac.edu.au

E66128

Engaged  Involved  Prepared

FOR THOUSANDS of years, 
couples have met and married 
through matchmaking services. 
Every culture and faith has its 
own version of the ‘shadcan’, fi rst 
mentioned in the Old Testament 
when Abraham set out to fi nd a 
suitable wife for his son Isaac.

While practices have changed 
since biblical times, many people 
still look for help to fi nd their 
ideal mate. 

A generation ago, people could 
rely on an interfering aunt or 
their own social group to fi nd a 
partner. 

But in today’s increasingly 
computerised world, more people 
are turning to their keyboard 
when looking for mister or missus 
right. 

Dating sites such as RSVP, 
Connecting Singles and Aussie 
Matchmaker are among the fastest 
growing and most frequently 
visited sites online.

And it’s not just those searching 
for young love right-clicking their 
way to happiness. 

In Australia, almost one third 
of marriages will end in divorce. 
Perhaps it is testament to the 
inherent optimism of the human 
spirit, but these statistics haven’t 
deterred singles from searching 
for their own happily-ever-after. 

Although many believe that 
Christian marriages are more 
successful than those from non-
religious backgrounds, this is not 
the case. 

Studies show that divorce rates 
among Christians are only slightly 
lower (about one percent) than 
the general population. 

Recognising this, a variety of 
dating sites for Christians have 
been launched online over the 
past fi ve years. 

Some, like Christian 
Connection, are aimed specifi cally 
at those with a Christian faith. 

By answering a series of 
questions, people can make 

contact with others with similar 
backgrounds and beliefs. 

And now it seems mainstream 
services are recognising an 
untapped market.

With more than one million 
members, RSVP is one of 
Australia’s best-known and most 
widely used online dating sites. 

In October last year, it launched 
its ‘Christian community’.

Lija Jarvis is the customer 
support director at RSVP. 

She explained that they 
developed the Christian category 
in response to consumer 
demand.

“We knew from the profi les of 
our users that it would be popular,” 
she said, before admitting that 
even she is surprised at just how 
quickly the site has taken off .

“We already have more than 
2000 registered members of the 
Christian community, and we are 
looking at organising functions 
catering specifi cally for this 
group.”

A quick glance through the 

Hi-tech love letters
People are looking at new ways to fi nd love

various Christian sites reveals the 
success of online dating. 

All boast ‘success’ stories of 
engagements and marriages that 
started in cyber space. 

But Ms Jarvis is quick to point 
out that, while online dating can 
help people to meet, it off ers no 
guarantee of relationship success.

“Th e same rules apply online 
as anywhere else,” she said. 

“We advise our clients to 
be careful off ering personal 
information, to initially meet in 
a safe, neutral place, and to be 
honest with others about their 
expectations.

“I guess the benefi t of online 
introduction is that you can get 

to know a bit about the person 
before you meet. 

“It can be diffi  cult for people 
to meet others with similar values 
and backgrounds in the traditional 
venues.

“Th is way, people can be 
discerning about who they agree 
to meet. And because they have 
gone through the process of 
registering and posting a profi le, 
most of our singles are serious 
about the importance of dating.” 

Deb Bennett is Editor of 
Crosslight the newspaper 

of the Synod of Victoria and 
Tasmania. This article fi rst 

appeared in Crosslight

Internet dating – looking for someone to click with. Photo courtesy of Crosslight

THE WORLD Council of 
Churches (WCC) is inviting 
young adults aged 18-30 
to apply for the Stewards 
Program to take place in 
Geneva from August 2009.

Th e WCC Stewards 
Programs are unique events 
providing opportunities 
for participants to deepen 
their knowledge of the 
ecumenical movement and 
fi nd inspiration for further 
work towards the unity of 
the church. 

Th e program will bring 
together 25 young people 
from all over the world and 
give them the opportunity 
to contribute with their 
work to the operations of the 
WCC Central Committee 
meeting. 

Consultant with the youth 
program of the WCC Lukasz 
Nazarko from Poland said he 
is in that position because he 
himself was inspired by be-
ing part of a similar program 
seven years ago. 

“When I deal with the 
stewards on an everyday 
basis and when I talk with 
them this thought comes to 
my mind: that I am talking 
to a future bishop, leader 
or ecumenical personality. 
Because I think this is what 
the stewards program 
forms.”

Applications close 
31 March. 

For more information 
contact Sandy Boyce on 

sandyb@nat.uca.org.au 
or http://nyyam.org 

or call 0409 283 004 

World youth 
opportunity

Glenn Weatherford, launches 
into Bike Week at Pine Rivers 

Uniting. Photo by Barb Peel

On your bike
PINE RIVERS will mark the 
start of Queensland’s Bike 
Week with a fair, barbecue, 
fi lm night and riding program 
at the Uniting Church in 
Narangba Road, Kallangur 
from 3.00pm Saturday 14 
March.

In conjunction with Bicycle 
Queensland the church 
has invited all manner of 
cycling groups, as well as 
fi tness and environment 
organisations, to celebrate 
pedal power. 

Local church members will 
offer a free safety check-up 
for bicycles whose rubber 
has not met the road for a 
while. 

By Deb Bennett

Advertise in
JOURNEY
journey@ucaqld.com.au
(07) 3377 9910
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March 6. World Day of Prayer. For more information or to add 
your group’s activities contact Queensland Churches Together 
on 3369 6792 or email admin@qct.org.au. Th e focus this year is 
Papua New Guinea. Visit www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.org

March 14, 9am-3.30pm. Stewardship Campaign Workshop 
at Centenary Uniting Church. Run by the Bremer Brisbane 
Presbytery to help local congregations host their own stewardship 
campaigns with confi dence and eff ectiveness. Contact Rev David 
Baker on 3201 0750 or email dbaker@gil.com.au.

March 14, 3-9pm. Bike Week fair and movie night at Pine 
Rivers Uniting Church, 30 Narangba Rd, Kallangur. A church and 
community event with bike club stalls, BMX Trials and Unicycle 
demos, coff ee, BBQ and Movies. Feature ‘Off  the Rails’ travel fi lm 
cycling from Siberia to Beijing. Contact Phil Smith on 3882 3490 
or email offi  ce@pruc.org.au.

March 12-13. Prepare/Enrich Administrator training at 
Chermside Kedron Community Church, Rode Rd and Gympie 
Rd. For a Registration Form, contact Bob Warrick on 3857 7101 
or email nolabob@optusnet.com.au.

March 16, 9.30am. Moreton Rivers Presbytery Adult Fellow-
ship communion service at Sandgate Uniting Church. Guest 
Preacher is the Moderator Rev Bruce Johnson. Morning tea will 
follow the service. Visit sandgate.unitingchurch.org.au or contact 
Bobbie Jeays on 3269 6565 or email djeays@bigpond.net.au.

March 17, 7am. Elders’ Workshop at 127 Kennedy Tce, 
Paddington. You are invited to a workshop focusing on helping 
Elders in their ministry of pastoral care, leadership and assisting 
in worship. Contact Aaron Ghiloni on 3369 8929 or email 
aaron@moretonriverspresbytery.org.au.

March 22, 3-5pm. Back in Style concert - M for Mozart at 
Kenmore Uniting Church, 982 Moggill Rd, Kenmore. A great 
concert of Mozart, Bach, Schubert and Piazzolla from professional 
Australian chamber musicians in a pleasant Sunday afternoon of 
food for body, mind and soul. $15/ $12 and family tickets $35. For 
bookings and enquiries contact Jean MacNicol on 3378 1821 or 
the Church offi  ce on 3378 4505 or kenmore@dovenetq.net.au.

March 28, 2pm. Good News in Flowers and Song at 
Bracken Ridge Uniting Church cnr Pellinore Rd and Bracken St, 
Bracken Ridge. Talented fl orist Robert Manton will create fl oral 
arrangements to diff erent themes in the Bible. Th e church choir 
and soloists will sing songs relating to the themes. Tickets $10 at 
the door. Contact Marilyn Linnett on 3269 3282.

March 31, 10am. Brisbane Presbyteries retired ministers 
meeting at  Geebung Uniting Church (note change of  location). 
Morning tea available from 10am. Guest speaker is Th om Blake, 
Old Brisbane Historian. Sub $14. Contact convenors Jim and Jill 
Tame on 3801 6462 or email jnjtame@bigpond.net.au.

June 26 – July 20. Global Walking Exposure Trip to 
Indonesia. Explore, be challenged, think about your role in the 
world and what God is calling you to do. Closing soon so for more 
information contact Tanya Richards on rosetiger77@hotmail.com 
or 0430 403 783.

March 29, 9am-12pm. 

New Wesley House opening
Ann St, Brisbane.

Upload your ‘What’s On’ entries at www.journeyonline.com.au. 
Items may be shortened due to space limitations.

A UNITING Church Aid-worker 
has been appointed a Member 
of the Order of Australia, for 
her contribution to international 
relief and development. 

Fiona Dixon-Th ompson has 
coordinated the United Church of 
Zambia Orphans and Vulnerable 
Children project in Mwandi, 
Zambia, since 2005. 

It is a program of Uniting 
Church Overseas Aid.

Th e project feeds some 250 
children six days a week, and 
provides medical checks, hygiene 
programs, clothing and schooling 
support for 620 children; all of 
whom have been left orphaned or 
vulnerable by the ravages of HIV/
AIDS.

Zambia is one of the world’s 
poorest nations and millions of 
Zambians live below the World 
Bank poverty threshold of US$1 
a day. 

An estimated 300 to 500 
Zambians contract HIV every day 
leaving a generation of children 
without carers.

Th e President of the Uniting 
Church in Australia, Rev Gregor 

Uniting Church aid-worker awarded

Henderson, said that with the 
people of Mwandi, Ms Dixon-
Th ompson daily contends with 
the grinding reality of extreme 
poverty and what causes it.

“In a country where life 
expectancy is just 42 years, Fiona 
works with villagers to provide 
life-saving services so people can 
have a more hopeful future,” Mr 
Henderson said.

“International aid workers like 
Fiona challenge the church and 

wider society to care for people 
who lack the most basic services, 
and to overcome the world’s gross 
inequality. 

“Th at’s what Uniting Church 
Overseas Aid who sponsors 
Fiona’s work is all about.

“We celebrate the contribution 
Fiona has made and that of 
all Australians who engage in 
the spirit of giving, whether 
to the local or international 
communities.”

Queensland Australia Day 
awardees included Longreach 
Uniting Church Council member 
Mrs Barbara Anderson who was 
awarded a Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM) for service to 
rural and regional communities 
in central Queensland.

Logan City Citizen of the 
Year 2009 was Beenleigh Region 
Uniting Church Elder Mrs Ethel 
Spann who served for 35 years 
as Director of Nursing of the 
Beenleigh Blue Care Service and 
has been fundraising organiser 
for School Chaplaincy ministry 
through Scripture Union, raising 
over $15 000.

Fiona Dixon-Thompson 
Photo: UnitingWorld

Celebrate the opening of 
the new Wesley House 
by the Moderator Rev 
Bruce Johnson and past 
Moderator Rev Dr David 
Pitman. The new building 
is a state-of-the-art nine 
level structure with a 
5-Star Environmental 
Design. The dedication 
Service of Thanksgiving 
will be followed by the 
offi cial opening, a tour 
of the new building, 
refreshments and 
entertainment. RSVP 
no later than 15 March 
to Rosemary Hiley at 
r.hiley@wmb.org.au or 
3031 3030.

Amity is a place to build friendships
IN PARTNERSHIP with the 
Moreton Bay Regional Council, 
Redcliff e Outriggers Club, and 
the Dolphin Junior Sea Cadets, 
Redcliff e Uniting Church is 
bringing life to a community 
space where friendships will be 
created and nurtured through 
recreational and social activities.

Located in a recreational area 
on the foreshore surrounded by 
cafes, the church saw Amity Place 
as an opportunity to get out there 
in relationship with people.

Redcliff e Uniting Church 
Minister Rev Peter Armstrong said 
they wanted to make connections 
with people who would never join 
their regular Sunday morning 
worship at Richens Street.

“Th ere are lots of single adult 
households in the Woody Point 
area and Amity Place will off er 
a point of connection for young 
people, parents and seniors,” Mr 
Armstrong said.

“Friendships can really make a 
diff erence in life.

“Our missional philosophy is 
to start with service and witness 
rather than by starting up a new  
church service,” Mr Armstrong 
said. 

“We hope worship will grow 
out of what is happening there.” 

Mr Armstrong said there 
had been no funding from the 
church for the building work but 
is grateful that some of his time is 
resourced by the Synod’s Vision 
for Mission program to facilitate 
the venture.  
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The Maturity of Belief: critically assessing religious faith
By Kevin Twain Lowery, Continuum (New York), 2007, RRP $49.95 

Re-enchanting Christianity
By David Tomlinson, SCM Canterbury Press / Rainbow Books, 2008, 
RRP $34.95

Reviewed by Fuzz Kitto, Director of Spirited Consulting and 
consultant in mission, youth ministry and emerging church

In Search of Spirituality: 
Finding a way through the spiritual maze
By Michael Green, Monarch Books, 2007, RRP $29.95

More reviews online at www.journeyonline.com.au including:

Th ere is a growing concern 
these days about the impact 
of dogmatic religious belief. 
Th roughout history religion 
has often been the source of 
contention between groups 
of people and has frequently 
stifl ed intellectual and social 
progress.  

With this in mind Mr 
Lowery seeks to answer two 
questions: can one embrace 
being an intellectual and a 
person of faith? And does faith 
have a rational basis? 

Th e real problem in Mr 
Lowery’s mind is not that faith 
is an untenable position, but 
rather that its practitioners 
are often disproportionately 
immature intellectually.  Th ey, 
like many, put way too much 
stock in certainty.  

Since faith claims elude 

Donkey is a loving, light-
hearted but comprehensive 
history of donkeys down 
through the ages written by 
two people who have loved 
and owned donkeys from a 
young age. Th ere are numerous 
photos of these loved animals.

Th ey describe the qualities 
of the donkeys they have 
known, giving them almost 
human attributes, and then 
explore the life of donkeys in 
interaction with humankind 
down through the ages. 

Th e authors trace the 
origin of donkeys back to 
Paleolithic times, with cave 
paintings showing they were 
the companions of humans as 
far back as these times. 

Th e book’s illustrations 
demonstrate the many 
examples of donkeys in 

In the mid 90s Dave Tomlinson 
wrote his fi rst pivotal book 
Post-Evangelicalism. 

It caused a stir amongst 
some, while many others 
identifi ed with his journey 
from an Apostle in the UK 
House Church Movement 
through Holy Joes (a gathering 
of searchers in a pub each week 
in London) into mainstream 
Anglicanism. 

Re-enchanting Christianity 
is his long overdue follow up.

Th e book claims to be 
written for people within and 
beyond the church who would 
like to discover a re-enchant-
ment with Christianity. 

It covers tough questions 
in honest yet enticing 

We are commonly told that 
today everyone is looking 
for some sort of spiritual 
experience – a far cry from the 
rationalistic tendencies of the 
last century. 

Th e form of the spiritual 
experience varies from the 
ancient wisdom of the Pharaohs 
and the secrets of Stonehenge 
to nature mysticism and New 
Age. “…We are positively 
hooked on the supernatural. 
Th e gods have come back with 
a vengeance!” (p.11)

Th e published advertising 
for In Search of Spirituality 
says it off ers a way to navigate 
all the options open to the 
modern seeker in the attempt 

ways. Questions like: Is re-
enchantment possible? Can 
we feel at home in the world? 
What does resurrection really 
mean? How do we make sense 
of prayer? Is God contained 
by Christianity? What does 
Christianity mean in an 
emerging culture? What does 
it mean to explore and live 
within the mystery of God?

Mr Tomlinson’s book is a 
self-stated refl ection from a 
journey rather than systematic. 
His approach is eclectic and 
cannot be put into a box. 

Yet it off ers what he calls a 
“Progressive Orthodoxy” as he 
notes that “to stay the same we 
must change”.

Re-enchanting Christianity 
will not necessarily bring you 
to conclusions (though it might 
crystallise thinking in some). 

It may however translate 
the reader to some new places 
where they may well recognise 
some ancient understandings 
growing in fresh gardens with 
new scents and colours. 

People who are yearning 
for some re-enchantment 
and are tired of the polarising 
imaginations of modernity and 
its theologies, could fi nd some 
rumours of hope in this book.

And in case you have not 
picked it up – I liked it!

to discover a true spirituality 
to live by, a spirituality which 
is relevant and able to change 
lives. 

However, Mr Green’s 
answer is very quickly given 
as a reliance on the person of 
Jesus Christ without any real 
consideration of alternatives 
which supposedly make up the 
maze we encounter.

Mr Green makes most of this 
book as an apologetic exercise 
for conservative reformed 
Christianity, assuming as 
certainty much of that which is 
being seriously debated within 
the post-modern church of the 
twenty-fi rst century. In fact 
Mr Green makes little use of 
logical and rational argument 
as part of his polemic and 
tends towards simplistic 
explanations. 

Th e fi nal chapter even reads 
almost like an “altar call” at an 
evangelistic crusade of the last 
century.

In Search of Spirituality 
may be a useful tool for 
those who fi nd comfort in an 
uncomplicated faith, but in my 
mind would give little benefi t 
to a thinking seeker in our 
post-modern world.

Reviewed by Peter Harvey Frontier Services – Flinders Patrol

certainty, we either cling to 
dogmatism/naiveté or to radical 
scepticism, and degrees in 
between. 

Mr Lowery’s goal in Th e 
Maturity of Belief, it seems, is to 
show that faith does not need to 
be certain in order to be valid or 
strong.  

His central philosophical 
position is that, in things of the 
mind, humans should seek truth 
fi rst and foremost. 

Self-preservation, tradition, 
and other’s motivations should 
fall in line after truth-seeking.  
Th erefore fear of evolution, 
science, and the like should not 
be a devastating or polemic issue 
for the Christian.  

In other words, our faith 
should be derived from our 
pursuit of truth, rather than 
simply possessing faith and trying 

to pick and choose our truth 
claims if they work with our 
current schema.  

Mr Lowery embraces faith 
from an open position rather 
than having it as the starting 
point for his argument, which 
makes Th e Maturity of Belief 
quite challenging.  

All in all, Th e Maturity of 
Belief  is a deeply pastoral and 
meaningful book addressing 
the juxtaposition of the mind 
and religious faith.

Reviewed by Peter Harvey, Frontier Services – Flinders Patrol

Donkey: The Mystique of Equus Asinus
By Michael Tobias and Jane Morrison, A Dancing Star Foundation Book, 
2006, RRP $31.95

Reviewed by Joan Cook literature and in art. Donkeys 
appear in Greek myths, in fables 
and fairy stories from many 
countries, as well as books like 
Don Quixote. 

Th e Old Testament in 
Deuteronomy says that the 
donkey should rest on the Sabbath 
(Deuteronomy 5:14).

Th e story of Balaam and the 
Ass is well known, while in the 
New Testament donkeys were 
important in the lives of Jesus and 
his mother. 

Famous painters have not 
forgotten the donkeys as they 
depicted these scenes. 

Donkeys are portrayed as 
patient, loving, wise, faithful 
companions, gentle with children 
and able to communicate with 
their human owners. 

Th ey were also long-suff ering 
beasts of burden and known to be 
stubborn and uncooperative.

Th e authors include the well-

loved AA Milne donkey, 
Eyeore, the soft toy of 
Christopher Robin, who is 
portrayed as having these 
attributes.

Donkey is a book for 
browsing, relaxation and 
sharing with children. 

It contains footnotes and a 
comprehensive bibliography, 
which show how extensively 
and lovingly the authors 
researched the topic.

Twentieth-Century 
Global Christianity: 
A People’s History of 
Christianity Volume 7

By Mary Farrell Bednarowski
Fortress Press, 2008 
RRP: $57.95 

Could it be dementia?
Losing your mind doesn’t mean 
losing your soul

By Louise Morse & Roger Hitchings
Monarch Books, 2008 
RRP $19.95 

A Fallible Church:
Lambeth Essays

Edited by Kenneth Stevenson
Darton, Longman & Todd 
(London), 2008 
RRP $33.95 
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DURING THE week while most 
churches are closed, some of our 
city churches stand witness to 
God’s presence to hundreds of 
visitors and locals. 

Albert Street Uniting Church 
and St Andrews Uniting Church 
both operate an Open Church 
Ministry where people can seek 
solace from week-day city hustle 
and bustle. 

Th ese Open Church Ministries 
are hosted by volunteers from the 
congregations. 

Albert Street’s Open Church 
Organiser Bill Porter sees 

hundreds of local, interstate 
and international visitors each 
month. 

“Th e reasons people come into 
the church during the week are 
many and varied,” he said. 

“Being situated in the city heart, 
Albert Street and St Andrews 
have an opportunity to witness 
to God’s love and acceptance for 
all of us, and to gain more of an 
understanding of how this truth 
impacts upon their lives,” he said.

“To have the Church building 
there is one testimony to the 
Christian message, but to have it 
OPEN for people to come in is 
even more important. It is a vital 
outreach to many who we would 
not necessarily see worshipping 
in our Congregations.” 

Volunteer Sue Edwards said 
both Churches were listed on the 
Brisbane Heritage Trail.

City churches stay open

Sue Edwards and Bill Porter 
outside Albert St Uniting 
Church, Brisbane City. 
Photo by Graham Moss

St. David’s Holland Park 
Uniting Church is a welcoming 
church located on Logan Road, 
opposite Mott Park. It has two 
services on a Sunday.

Th e morning service is 
traditional in style and the 
evening service is focused for 
the younger people, and led 
by our Youth Worker Andrew 
Boyd.

St. David’s has always been 
strongly interested in the 
community around it. 

Crisis Care has been 
operating for many years and it 
is funded half by a government 
grant and also by contributions 
from the congregation. 

It is run by members of the 
congregation and provides 
food vouchers for those 
seeking assistance. It also 
provides clothing and bread, 
and a friendly welcome. 

Recently the missionary 
committee supported a project 
in East Timor to buy 40 gallon 
drums for villages which would 
be used to store grain in remote 
parts of East Timor.

St David’s is also blessed in 
that our Sunday School has 
always been led by a strong 
team of committed people. St. 
David’s is also very involved 
in RE in the local Schools and 
strongly supports Chaplaincy 
in schools.

St. David’s choir, led by 
choirmaster Sid Cliff e, has 
traditionally led the hymns in 
the morning worship. 

Last year a number of people 
from our church were involved 
in mentoring children from a 
local Primary School (as part 
of a World Vision initiative 
called Kids’ Hope Mentoring) 
over the course of the year with 
positive results. It continues in 
2009. 

St. David’s, during last year, 
heard a little bit more about 
Prison Ministry and has been a 
blessing to Prison Ministry. 

St David’s has also been 
blessed by Beatriz Skippen’s 
ministry among us.

Th is year St. David’s is 
hosting the World Day of 
Prayer on 6 March.

Prayer Points:
• God’s blessing on our 

Sunday School in 2009.
• Our Youth Worker 

Andrew Boyd – for his 
ministry at St David’s and in 
the local Schools through RE, 
Kid’s Hope Mentoring, and 
partnerships with Chaplains.

• Encouragement and 
growth in our Evening Service.

• Give thanks to God for 
the many provisions in our 
Crisis Care Program to help 
those in need. 

• World Day of Prayer – a 
time of worship and fellowship 
with other local churches.

• Pray for our youth as they 
grow in their walk with Jesus.

Sunday 1 March: 
St. David’s Holland 
Park

“Th is brings in a lot of visitors. 
Local people working in the city 
appreciate a quiet, safe place to 
come and feel the presence of God 
... some just want to have a look 
inside these grand old churches,” 
she said.

Open Church Ministries are 
limited by the availability of 
volunteers, and are seeking 

people  from suburban 
congregations to help with 

the important and rewarding 
outreach.

If you would like to help 
contact Rosemary Hiley at 

Albert Street Uniting Church 
on 3031 3030, or Jennifer 

Ponting at St Andrews 
Uniting Church on 3221 

2400. A training course for 
new volunteers will be held at 

Albert St in April

Sunday 29 March: 
Montville Uniting 
Church

Montville Uniting Church 
forms part of the Montville 
Village precinct and Sunday 
Worship Service is held at 
8.15am.

Located as we are in the 
main Street of Montville, we 
have the double opportunity: 
to make a diff erence in the 
lives of the people of our 
community, and also in the 
lives of the many people from 
across the world who visit the 
Blackall Range.

Some of the ways we do this 
are by opening the Church and 
its grounds throughout each 

week. Th e invitation is there for 
anyone passing by to come in and 
rest, relax, meditate or pray. 

Th e grounds have been 
developed as a biblical garden, 
plants that are referred to in 
biblical texts are grown within the 
garden setting with identifying 
references provided beside each 
plant. 

Providing a Christmas Display 
during the weeks leading up to 
Christmas also helps.

Th e 2008 display was based on 
the theme “Joy to the World, the 
Lord is come” and was composed 
of banners and Christmas trees 
decorated with craft items 
representing the theme, a nativity 
scene and fl oral arrangements.

Over 1000 people visited the 
display. 

Th ey came from 16 countries 
around the world as well as from 
many areas of Australia. 

Th e Montville Church was 
ably supported by members 
of the Maleny and Nambour 
Uniting Churches in the planning, 
preparation, presentation and 
supervision of the display.

We also help organise and 
run the Montville Kids’ Club, an 
ecumenical initiative undertaken 

for children of primary school 
age by members of the local 
Churches – Anglican, Baptist, 
Christian Outreach Centre 
(COC) and Uniting.

We also give our support to 
the Community Care Mission 
undertaken by the Range 
COC to needy families and 
individuals across the Blackall 
Range. 

Prayer Points:
• Th e congregation of 

Montville Uniting as we 
continue to explore ways of 
making a diff erence within our 
ever changing community. 

• Th at more of the spiritual 
authority of Jesus may empower 
every church member, that our 
deeds may more adequately 
match our creeds and that our 
love may expand to embrace 
those who appear lonely or 
unlovable.

• For Ruth Potter and her 
team as they undertake the 
planning and preparation for 
the 2009 Christmas Display.

• For all who have been 
touched by these activities that 
they may experience anew the 
saving love and grace of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Sunday 15 March: 
Boonah Uniting 
Church

Boonah Uniting church’s 65 
members form a cluster with 
Maroon (with 10 members 
meeting once a month) and 
Carney’s Creek (with 15 
members meeting twice a 
month). 

Minister Rev Bruce Bartleet 
also has oversight of Kalbar 
(with 12 members) and 
Flinders Uniting Church (also 
with 12 members). 

All fi ve congregations are 
situated in the Fassifern, at the 

heart of the Scenic Rim giving this 
ministry the challenge of dealing 
with rural and city concerns. 

Th e greatest challenge faced 
by the congregations is one of an 
ageing community. Being fully 
aware of the challenge facing 
these congregations we prayed 
and were led to ask ourselves 
three questions in 2008. 

“Would the church members 
be greatly aff ected if we were to 
close the congregations? Would 
the community care if the Uniting 
Church were to close?” 

“Would God care if the 
congregations closed?” 

Th e answers to these questions 
is shaping our ministry for 2009. 

We off er hope, friendship, 
and loving care, making 
disciples through the teachings 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayer points:
• Discernment as we work 

through the vision and mission 
statement of the congregation 
developing a fi ve year strategy 
for all fi ve congregations.

• Guidance in how we can 
be relevant to the community.

• Develop a greater 
passion to worship and serve 
the Lord as David did – Acts 
13:36 “David served the Lord’s 
purpose in his generation, and 
then he fell asleep.”
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Holiday unit, modern, pool. 100m 
from Kings Beach Caloundra from 
$360/wk. Ph Ray 0427990161.

CLASSIFIEDS
Accommodation

Email your classifi ed advertisements to mardi.lumsden@ucaqld.com.au or fax 3377 9717

Fantastic location for beachfront 
holiday in charming cottage at 
Currumbin Beach, Qld. Ph 33764247

London B & B. Easy city access; 
lge double room, ensuite, self-
catering. Reas rates. rachel@
brockleybandb.fsnet.co.uk 
Ph/Fax: 001144.2086946538.

Send your letters to 
journey@ucaqld.

com.au or 
Journey 

GPO Box 674, 
Brisbane Qld 4001.
Letters may be 
edited due to 

space limitations.

Who is Jesus?

Owen Ronalds
Rockhampton

Th e search for a more realistic idea of who Jesus was can be 
dismissed by pejorative claims that people fi nd the Jesus they 
want. 

In contrast I am sure there are many who are disappointed 
by what they fi nd. Some may simply return to the comfort of 
their delusions. Others I suspect are optimistically searching to 
recover some faith in an historical Jesus which they have lost in 
the theologically constructed Christ. 

Some of these seekers are likely to reinvent their own Christ 
and fulfi l the claim. Many others surely just grow up and leave 
the church. 

I long for a church that strives to fi nd ways of building 
community and demonstrating practical ways of living a life that 
includes all of the positive human virtues. 

Instead we tie ourselves to an eschatology grounded in a 
violent Middle Eastern tribe. 

Th e longer I live the more I can confi dently say that everything 
about life and the church in particular can be better understood 
by knowing people and nature than knowing or believing in a 
God. 

If I fi nd a Christ at all it is somewhere within the relationships 
of the people who have loved me most completely. 

I am grateful that I have received this practical expression of 
love. It has given me a freedom to see that it is not tied to a set 
of beliefs about Jesus even though it is often developed well in 
our religion. 

RE: “Uniting Church calls for 
peace in Gaza” – February 
Journey.

I don’t recall any concern 
expressed by Rev Gregor 
Henderson or any one else 
from the hierarchy of the 
Uniting Church, about the 
people from Gaza directing 
rocket attacks indiscriminately 
against Israeli civilians.  

To deplore the actions of 
Israel in responding to attacks 
on its citizens without in any 

Regarding the comments on 
page 11, February Journey.

With respect, the 
“absolutely essential” theology 

“Who is Jesus?” – notice the 
present tense. It is not just 
a history question. It goes 
to the heart of the Christian 
faith and our understanding 
of the entity we call “God” and 
ultimately to our world view 
and its profound eff ect on our 
behaviour in this world, today.  

While appreciating the 
sincerity and erudition of 
the published responses and 
articles, I feel disappointed 
that there is no sense of 
urgency about our search for a 
better understanding of Jesus’ 
life, his message and what it 
reveals about God’s nature and 
purpose. 

If we acknowledge that the 
church has ‘loaded Jesus with 
dogmas and rituals’, what are 
we doing to dismantle those 
that are hindering us? Alan Cook  

Wavell Heights

Rev Trevor Foote
Eastern Heights

I would like to commend Ben 
de Nys for his suggestion 
(February Journey) that to 
help solve the housing crisis 
for pensioners, and others 
in need, some congregations 
could allow some of their 
surplus land to be subdivided 
and developed. 

He also could have said that 
UnitingCare holds a great deal 
of undeveloped land that could 
be put to this urgent use.

I would like to take this 
suggestion one step further 
by saying there is already an 

Affordable 
housing
Lack of aff ordable housing 
(and indeed homelessness) is 
undeniably a huge and urgent 
issue in Australia at this time. 

In spite of this urgency, the 
Church must be thoughtful 
and cautious in responding to 
this need. 

Th e issues are very 
complicated and many of the 
people aff ected are highly 
vulnerable. 

To respond well, and 
not do harm, we need an 
understanding of the complex 
issues at play. 

In 2008 the Synod 
Leadership Team hosted a 
Housing and Homelessness 
Forum and the background 
information papers are on the 
UnitingCare Centre for Social 
Justice website www.ucaqld.
com.au/SocialJustice.

Th rough Proposal 7 – A 

Greg Mackay
Director, Centre for 

Social Justice

Place to Call Home – the 
27th Synod requested that the 
Church at all levels undertake 
a range of activities related to 
addressing aff ordable housing 
issues. 

Th ese range from raising 
awareness at a congregational 
level, to asking the Synod 
Leadership Team to investigate 
appropriate models for 
structuring provision of 
aff ordable housing. 

Another task within the 
Proposal is the development 
of a Directory of Housing 
and Homelessness Services 
for use by congregations and 
presbyteries; the Centre for 
Social Justice has commenced 
this.

Th ere is much work to be 
done. 

It needs to be undertaken in 
a coordinated and thoughtful 
manner, so that the real needs 
of vulnerable people are met. 

A traditional objection to 
such scholarly endeavours as 
the search for the historical 
Jesus, is that we end up with a 
Jesus of our own manufacture. 
Of course we will. But isn’t this 
precisely what the organised 
church has done over the 
centuries? 

Don’t we have any faith 
that we can do better? Isn’t 
this what being a pilgrim is all 
about?

As shown by our church 
attendance statistics, many 
people simply see the Jesus that 
we proclaim as irrelevant. Is it 
not possible that “our” Jesus is 
indeed no longer relevant to 
the needs of the world of the 
21st century? 

If that is so, and I believe 
it is, what are we going to do 
about it?

Basil Gillespie 
Beachmere

What happened to balanced 
and honest reporting in this 
article (“Uniting Church 
calls for peace in Gaza”, 
February Journey) and 
around the world where 
people have been protesting 
against Israel for responding 
to the rockets fi red by 
Hamas?   

Th e article headline 
claims a call for peace but 
by the second paragraph, 
there is only blame and 
condemnation towards 
Israel.  

Th is hatred and anger 
appears to be world 
wide after watching the 
recent protest marches 
and reactions by people 
everywhere including 
clergy.

Everywhere I have 
seen on news reports, in 
newspapers and articles, 
the world is standing up to 
tell Israel that it has done 
wrong but where is the 
responsibility for Hamas for 
starting this confl ict in the 
fi rst place.  

I know that killing 
innocent people is dreadful 
and I do not for one minute 
condone what has happened 
in this region of horror, but 
to condemn and blame Israel 
only for what has happened 
in Gaza is persecuting the 
Jewish people and Israel 
and not showing an equal 
viewpoint.  

Warren Brown
Hendra

Heather Shaw
Dalby

Gaza not fair 
reporting

Peace in Gaza

Essential 
atonement

February Journey ran the theme 
“Who is Jesus” and included 
Rodney Eivers’ review of the 
book Who on earth was Jesus?

Th e author David Boulton (a 
former investigative journalist 
and BBC broadcaster) will be 
the keynote speaker at Sea of 
Faith in Australia’s South East 
Queensland conference to be 
held at Toowoomba’s Picnic 

Who on earth 
was Jesus?

Glen Beasley
Chinchilla

Point on 11-13 September.
SOFiA is a network of 

people interested in the open 
exploration of Religious Faith 
and Meaning. We extend a 
warm invitation to all interested 
people to attend Mr Boulton’s 
public lecture on Friday 11 
September at 7.30pm.

Registrations available at 
www.sof-in-australia.org.

of atonement regarding 
Christianity could be likened to 
a fi nger pointing at the moon.

To see the moon you have to 
stop looking at the fi nger.

way condemning these attacks 
on civilians is the rankest 
hypocrisy and political bias.  

It is little wonder that 
members are leaving the 
Uniting Church when it 
displays such hypocrisy and 
political bias while being 
incapable of expressing any 
opposition to the snuffi  ng out 
of the life of unborn children 
who happen to be inconvenient 
to those who have power over 
them.

organisation set up to do all these 
things, if only the congregations 
and/or the Synod would set aside 
the appropriate land! 

Habitat for Humanity is a 
world-wide, faith based, not-for-
profi t organisation, that builds 
simple, decent and aff ordable 
homes in partnership with low 
income families, those in housing 
stress, or with medical problems. 

Habitat works on the Biblical 
basis “No interest/No profi t” and 
completes and dedicates a home 
every 21 minutes somewhere in 
the world. 

In Ipswich we are building 
our second home this year.

 Th e families who are selec-
ted to own their own home 
take up an interest-free loan 
(with repayments never more 
than 25 per cent of their gross 
household income, over 20 or 
30 years) commit themselves 
to a $500 deposit and 500 
hours of “sweat equity” which 
gives them great dignity and a 
sense of ownership and pride, 
right from the beginning. 

All we need is more land to 
build more homes!

Habitat for Humanity

Present Jesus
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Commemorating 100 years
of our family’s funeral care...

ALEX GOW
FUNERALS

3852 1501
In 1909, Alexander Gow made a commitment to Queenslanders.
In 2009 that commitment continues, and we’re celebrating by doing something special.
Whenever our family company conducts a funeral service for your family, and everything
is settled – we’ll honour our 100 years of tradition by donating $100 to your favourite charity.
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What has been your experience of growing older?
ANYONE OF my advanced years 
knows the old joke, “At your age 
you should be thinking of the 
hereafter,” and the reply, “Yes, I 
am. Every day I go into a room or 
stand before a door and say ‘What 
am I here after?’” 

I can relate to that – and worse. 
For example, when I opened 
the door of the microwave oven 
one morning and there was a 
container of ice cream.

Th ere are so many other 
challenges awaiting the ageing 
brain. 

Medications are one. Even if 
the chemist does deliver them 
handily done up in clearly labelled 
packs, you still have to remember 
to take them, don’t you? Before 
breakfast, after breakfast, lunch 
time, before tea, after tea, and 

don’t forget the weekly one on 
Sunday. 

Travel is another. Which way 
do I turn when I reach the T-
junction at the bottom of the 
street? Where am I going? Does 
that horn sounding behind mean 
I have left my walking stick on the 
roof of the car?  

But at least with such growing 
challenges, a lifetime of experience 
gives resources to cope with them 
and to go on living usefully in 
spite of them. 

Friends over the years have had 
panic attacks at turning 60 and 
feared their lives were fi nished, 
but I think with gratitude of 
being, at the age of 64, alone and 
ill in a village in Vanuatu and 
fi nding in my morning reading 
the words of God to Joshua, “You 

are old and stricken with years, 
but there remains yet much land 
to be possessed.”

Th ere has indeed been, in the 
22 years since, much land, even if 
it has gradually meant having to 
be content with less challenging 
vistas. “As your days, so shall your 
strength be.”

As strength diminishes, I hope 
I can, as a friend recently wrote, 
“say goodbye to the past by giving 
thanks for all the good things, and 
say hello to the future, however 
diff erent it may be, then prepare 
for, accept and adapt to that 
future.”

Betty Willis is a member 
of the Middle Ridge 

Congregation in Toowoomba  
and a tireless worker 

for overseas missions

Betty Willis

I USED to preach about ageing;  
coalescence, the Th ird Stage, the 
responsibility of care for, and by, 
grandparents. But now it is happening to 
me.  

Th e white hair on the barber’s shop fl oor 
is mine, not the man before.  

I get my Seniors Health Card, apply for 
an age pension at Centrelink, start to receive 
my “Super”, order grab rails, and display a 
disability sticker on the windscreen.

I visit an old people’s home using my 
“walker” and see the residents smile and 
say, “Aha, he’s one of us now!”  

But let’s turn this around. I’m starting 
my ‘super’ ministry; my ‘walker’ is a chariot 
– four wheel drive, power steering, and 
cruise control.  

I’m a new Patrol Padre – down the 
corridors of nursing homes and along 
shopping malls.  

I live under the St Peter Principle (John 
21:18) “I am telling you the truth, Jesus 
said. When you were young you used to 
get ready and go whereever you wanted to, 

now (paraphrase) it takes much longer to 
get ready and sometimes other people have 
to take you” But no regrets!

Yes, I’m slower, much slower and more 
refl ective.  

So I savour the moment, look for 
a disabled parking place, and wonder 
whether I can manage those few steps into 
the shop.  

It could be humiliating, but people are 
courteous. You learn to appreciate small 
kindnesses and a seat with arms to rest on.  

You continue to accept the level of 
mobility given to you, and thank God for a 
creative mind and a body that’s still intact.

It’s been a good run. I enjoyed the mixed 
soup of my childhood and youth; had a 
good main course (of 40 years in ministry); 
now it’s time for dessert – that sweet dish 
of retirement.

What a satisfying three course meal!  
But then did I hear something more 

about a feast in the Kingdom of God?

Retired Uniting Church Minister and 
broadcaster Rev Gordon D Burley 

is also well known as 
the “Shepherd of the Outback”

Gordon Burley

OLD, WHO me? Th anks all the same 
but I really prefer “senior” if I have to 
have a label at all. 

Every day is a Saturday. I don’t have 
to get out of bed to go to work; I’m able 
to spend unhurried time with friends 
and accept invitations to go to coff ee on 
the spur of the moment; I’m free to take 
off  at two days notice for a Campervan 
holiday in New Zealand just because the 
price was right.

Th ere is pleasure in sharing my 
operations with those who do the same; 
a freedom to say “no” without suff ering 
any guilt trip; time to listen to my wife 
without rushing off  to something more 
important; space to watch the tennis 
or cricket all day on a week day, and to 
snooze if it gets dull. 

Age does bring body parts that sag 
or won’t work any more. I have to pull 
a stomach in and poke a chest out when 
I walk into a room of people I want to 
impress. 

I get a bit breathless if I hurry or exert 

Lew Born too much and I can’t preach without a 
full script anymore. 

I see things that aren’t there and 
miss some that are. I forget where I put 
something a moment after I had it in my 
hand. 

All that aside, life seems to be a more 
precious gift than ever before. 

Th ere are moments of profound 
gratitude at the gift of genes, the skills of 
surgeons and medical science in healing 
that has kept me alive when a generation 
before I would have been dead at 28 
from a toxic appendix. 

I rejoice to enjoy every senior 
moment. 

Most of all, to wake up each morning 
with the most important partner in the 
world beside me, is more than enough 
reason to be grateful. 

Yes, God’s in his heaven and, even at 
81, all’s well with me. 

Over the hill perhaps, but gaining 
pace down the other side.

Rev Lewis Born is a retired 
minister and former Moderator 

of the Queensland Synod  

“A lifetime  of 
experience 

gives 
resources to 

cope”

“You learn to 
appreciate small 

kindnesses and a 
seat with arms to 

rest on”

“Life seems to be a 
more precious gift 
than ever before”


